BY ALAKIE,
I—IORTLY belore 4 o'clock

80 Bay Streef, Tast Toledo,
gound of an explosion.
He rushed intothe yard.

Sht}w I]ow They.{?}n;ré It To Hﬂn

Fred Coutcher, seated m the front room of his home at e

| |1 ||W|‘I|

KiK COCHRAN, 1 (557 5 H;' . .
grlw wtrnu'blés_____

Thursday afternoon, July 16,

series, entering sourvce;, Tme and
other detalls abiout the fire in the|
Il log book,

People all down the block alse || “& mitule and a HalE sinee the

jamped from his chair at the

iand  many were shouting
[“Fire!” Smoke in ugly, black
clouds was pouring drom windows
in ‘the house ‘next 'door to M
Coutcher's, and the:man wha: dlved
there stagpered through the-dooy-

arms hefare hiz face.

{were running intp the street®

way of the hutning residence, hisd

alarm =ounded’ said. John - finally.
IR e don’t get n secehd alarmy
:Elll wea have to dolist wait for Lhe
| tep.”

Tha fire aifrm: oporators sit af| He was wrong to this extent -
adjoining  iclephone’ swilehboards, 1 they had plenty Lo oo while: wait- |
twa on | duty duringseéach | eight= ing for-the tap. or foc the second
| hotr shift. The alarm box mrcuitﬁ.'a‘“‘"“ which did | come nine min-
where glarms are rTeceived, &re & ltes dater.  Somebodyiin that Eagt!|
fow feet £ one side. | Faledn district, Epeing fiames and |

formanee, staged withoot benefit
of siren or applanse.

M. (Coutcher [Qast wo time. A
plock: away, he knew, &l Case and
Lee Streets, was a lire alarm Do
He [ 'ran  dewn; [Bay Street) dnd:
arpund Lhe cor-i.
ner.-He regohed
il Sadarm k‘-v-‘n::r
and - pulled - theads

alarmn.
That s larids
publed at 3253
pron | thiat; da
at Case:and Lee
Streel:, soundedt
= nlianeously
i the operatorst
o - ofl the
“Firaiand Police
Alarm Bullding
on  Erie Streets
Loersso kb min| e
seconwls! latery

Marie  Cochran
firamen ‘anid apparaiug froam two
iEdat Toledo engine houzes wers o
the street 'en route to the fire,

R hen ca man'schouse i aliveg

hewants actionbeFred. Wechsel
isenior fire alarm operator, hoad sald |
to e the previous day. And Wanm |
Mevers, junior opesralor: Bl acddeds
tand Lhal's whabihe pels Beeausg
ftie our fjob io givel it do him®

Fhat  fire on Bay, Stiect;-dn &
|h1m_k ol frame houses with shacks
fak the rear, was a sevoid-alabm
{ifire | which = mecnaced-. an | entive
neighoorhood, |[Bit mo livas wera
lost and the fipewas kept within g
wery: small area.

[ The fire alarm operators who re-
ilppive and transmit fire dlarms and
Ehefiremen wha fight the fite gave
Ea.st Taladn 1=~stdcnl,.u. aLLlun

L
'WH,'\T haj 1r:r¢ns at 1:]1:: scene .ok
silcli A firg del g show for any
mg dan who Tollows the engines It
{is dramea, colorful and plamorous,
ipainted by dunger: andifear of 3‘1f{-|

iden fdesih.

{ | What hapnens in the fire alarm. |

{raeriving office during the sama.

i fire is mone the less dramatic Tor
being A he:hinn he-soenes. 1::1&‘1'h

ileapn it inone .

John MeCune, son of former F:rei
[ Chief John MeCune, was senlor op-;
erator on duty ‘at! the ltime’ of ‘the|
Ray Strest fire; Harry Updike, the)
junior.

Jahm was saving | in answer o
r;uesuum.. The onlv way {o tind
out what 4o do and;swhether
fimportant, i to.see  for yourself,
Welve been doingllt 2o lopg Vs
almost antomatie

said (Harry, | ("And fyoy| wan't
LA helll began
fooming - .o "Heve it sl The D
is.hed.

A visitor dnesn’t speak v,hcu'
“an - alerm sounds, Iolearned. A
visitor keeps quiet and ont of the
aperators’ way. A delay of sec-
“onds might mean a life lost

The hell rang. sounding. out the
algrm hox number, 734, as  the

number - appeared stmultaneousiy|
Tﬁ_spamd i::-sﬁ'fnr‘ahuns un & rmovi nprl

tape on the box cireuits, The num:|

ber sounds and appears four tlmes.
Befare- the second of the seriss

came, John McCune had pushed & The operators sent rRn ambulance

butten, =sounding & warning  gong t
£ arim a
in everyv engine  house in Taledn, :ni?‘;eﬁmiﬂp Dep ent AR

and had pulled a switch whichire- .Iil'n\'.ﬂ.rlﬂnr:{.‘,

layed the box number to all engine
henses, | Before the last repeat he
had ‘confirmed the box nu:m'l:ler b
radio-bhroadeadt.
Bafbre tha
Updike had litted cards from nears
by files,  One, for Box 734, listed|

| apparatus and chief 1o I'Eﬁpnnd 1o

one; 1wo, three, four and: general
alarm’ fires in the ‘district The
other, with sirest: name.  showed
crosg cstreels, block ‘numbers and
hox numbers on the steeat,
Lipss. than 30 seconds. of wa:.i:
and Harry sald, "Thevive et
HCEhatts - in | every engine  house
shnw hoxes they respmd to,! Jakni
said 'bne!l;.r “EE - ithe :nurntln: o
Lhe‘irs thew don't waity Lhey gul™
e 3l

TEE‘.E were path, ;-u-shmr phane

_ .@p;«dﬁ IFta ni,lrﬂ?l‘mwﬂ hanles ln
the switchboards, First, for another)

ite |

if ] s&nﬁmg B | ILBrTaEi,
last repeat Hartv!

smolke from o R T o pu.l.lcrl an-
other: alarmiibox,

Nr:a!h:.r residents) emjmd o1 &S |
prehensive as the! firgcontinuet L)

'hlaz.e made ﬂnr.m,s Gf. telephone:

lcalls to the ammmsew
feral minutes’ time.

it dmnls ! said John, as the cafls
lpontinued to | pouc i, “as i wai_i
gel a'second alacm all right |

He explained: *When seversl
hoxes are pulled and we get'a lot
of phone ealls, il's Dbecadse’ the
fire looks bal, You develap some
kind of scnsitiveness for it, work-
ing o this job.

Hig  intailion dide't hetray him,|
The second alarm came &t -HJ:}
and they went' into sction sgain.

Fire Chicf Fred Schlorl goes to
all “second alarm fires, as 'do &
depuly chiel And an Addiflohal dis- |
trict ‘chief. ‘Uhe Fire Department
Regeile-Sguad alan responds. I

en and: apparatus from Bhoee
other: houses, one the thind (Hast
Toledo company, the ether o
from’ the ! West =sideof the river.

o patrol wagen and &n

The seqior aperator was husy st
“the ' paffio] microphone steaily,
TRATFIEET

‘fions  Cheljunior operator wias =l
the telephone | for the same pucs

-.

The operators w&!'e- ST rIed
thev aaid, whan calls continued: i)
come after the second-alaem Ap=
paratus had  beon senti s o THey
[learned Jater that an aeslal ook
and ladder teuek, an ambilatcs
and ihe patrol wagne, Al ﬁnm
the West Side, had heen held up |
Ty AN npen | Spatl 'on the Cherry |
istreat Bridge:!




MTE lan't Jist aoguestion of zet-
Hng appuratus to the fire" dohn
CMeCane said later. “There’s olso |

the husiness of moving other ap-~

parntus. dn - ta | fillin :tur oinl=
pan.ies out on the first fire”

o explained thal had the .e'u:h—'
dons_aul Bridge not| been: clozed!
‘gpparatis  from’ [No. "1 Engine
[fHouse, Bush and  Erie 'Streets
ronlids have. gone, a5 it wazo the
arest | companuy, from: the | West
Side | Hoge and itiuek’ Imm "Ia s

nesr Su;a:rior, wns sent
“instea Howver | the | Cherry | Street
EBrLd;gg, anel Moo, . 1 apparatus iyas

ed Into Mo, 2 Engine House {0
& protection in’ jcase | of &
downtown fire dutlng that time,
ARl her probieme—rita all three
East Toledn companies there on
‘the second alarm, there was! no
apparatus leit on ihe East Side o
handie mny ulhe. fire ower Lhers
Mfe moved | Mo, Broadway and
E}rchﬂrrl, gver to -_\'n. 10, Oak-and
\Fazzetr.”!

The' tap came.at 4: 14, siznaling
fire Tnder coptrol o Most of the
apparatus’ left’ e “that time,  Not
fl bl wea lach i nl:.'rlu:: LYY
KrEsips m.

Whien 3t swaw:alliaver we =at
idodvn - to - cheals wpl

earal] " sali s John, Sy we have
o do now i omalke’ sure all ‘the
apparatus iz swwhepe it should  be,
daihalf a dozen othen routine jobs,
and then, if we:don't get another
Hive-we can eat odr lunch
IIHaEe . evien et ourilunch iout (of
lsbos’ grid Haroys

[T = S R e




E-::-lmm I*-’ﬂ 3
-uagun, !‘]I’HrEI nagz. bean
& ﬂepﬂltmem i years
8% 8 hrother, Capl)swho’ is
acting ieitennnt  on | thel rescue
aquad Ren Minor, | also with 18
years| service, iz tht" =an ol - Har-
| nage ‘-'Imar._a dareman | atNos BT
Lengine houge, smd himsalf formeniy
was Ak Nl 18,

AT Armatrong | has " Bieen in;
{he depactment 18 yoars anrd camp’
[from i Ne. @0 | He has a brothen
Jafk W l:hiiﬁ.'ﬂ. gity policeman. Johi
zon ol former A ssistant
| Fire Glﬂei Iu]m MeCune, has heen
{do Ehs epartmem 17 vears: gnd
ETNEE (At Mo, | L7 engine

eyprs, of 3 years’ exe
perient disutenant at Mo, 5
eng;r.ms' ouse) md Harey U;:rdllrsl;
wara’ s ] g el
heuteuant gbido. T Walter ‘Bay-
o, mwg ]ad:ierman Bt Moo 13,

B an the <1P|mr’tn:|.v:|1t “for |
115 vears, ond hes & brolher, Hangy|
fireman | al’ the ' same
lmoy. A Boss) [Eas
wenrs' E“{j]{,ll?‘l“l-"e Was
fore e went -into the
it I—'Hq Hrot her, Harold,
I8 afNpdiengine house.

LR L
LWt only e.u}ht mer o work
ren E‘iﬁhl—hnﬂl‘ shifts @ day,
| seven days a weel, extra-tine
wotle is in enler for all of them
i ':.-5, during the vacation

G
ArrEtiots was due back
o] Lo r=n=1<-= ]m!hia;.r

ﬁ;ﬁ EE.- = ::3{.1‘
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