
MUN!Cll'J\ L E X PA NSION. 

IT .c;eem t. t(I me t h:it the prf'lmisc of municipal expansion 
j u '-t now i~ in the dirc<:t inn of common owncr~hi p of 
puhlic utili1 il'~. an1f of horn(' r ule. Even the most ~upcr­

tici:d thinker~ fr('d)' :-iclmil th,1l "~omcthirig- i!-- wrong." l o 
.1II ...,,,r ritic~ too many rncn. ~1nd wo1ncn too, arc I( up 
:~;!a in~t ·· a ~tone wall : they have reached a point where t hey 
v.1 11 ~" no fu rther. T hdr l:ihor, which is the only th ini::- they 
h,wc to ~ell. i-. a dru~ on the ma rket. ,vh ich none wilt buy. 
They 0111$1 hur t he nccc~sarics of life from " monopolizccl 
market. J\s they cannot $el l th eir labor, ancl their chattels 
:ire in the posscs~i(,n o( the rawnbrokcr and t he mortg-agc.toa n 
, hark, they arc face lo face with the fact tha t th~ir liberty is 
a moc:kcrr; it i~ not c,·cn the liberty to be~. for t ha~ if; a 
crime; it i~• onl y li berty \\, exist on :t cru~t , if it c:rn be 
found, :inti to li,.·c the l i(c of a dog. 

Municip:il ownershi p will g-radually gi,·c these d isinherited 
mill inns a larger share in chc commonwealth. T he short er 
work.day tha t is genera lly nb,crved by t he munic ipalities will 
cllvidc the work :tmon~ n b rgcr number of pcr~ n~; the r(.'f. 
crc 11,l11m and hornc rule will lead people, now indifferent tll 

the suffrage. to sec that they actually do ha,·c a share in 
n1.1king the government that r ules them. 1'-t<'rc t h~n One. 
qua rter of all the \'otcrs in this city ( n,·c r sc,·cn thousand ) 
failed ! 'l rci::i$tCr last foll. thus n,lunt.irily <li<fr:11,chisi"t: 
tlwmsck es. \Vhy ! lkca1J•c the " $acrc,J rii;:ht of franrhisc" 
i~ ~:u, .. rci.l only ln n:1 mc. fl. 1.c-n :He c0minj! tn r":tl i,e I hat tht" 
ri~hr to work i~ mnrc S:lCrt'd I h:,n th<: r ight ( (I \ ·<•t(.'. 1.:: indC"c:d 
antt~rio r to e,·cry nt_her r ight. 

Monkip~I ot\• nr r~hip u:ilf 1c:id to puhlic flwnc-rc;;hip f~f :1II p11h­
l ic utilitiC!;. :md puhlit O\ \'l'!('l'i;.h ip will k:uJ to rnmmnn nwnr.r­

ihip, ,vh i<:h ln turn will k::id u~ to ._c-c our r.-ommon orig-in :\nd 
our comrnnn rig-ht to !ht' n;Hnra) rl.'<.:.f)11rcc.:: or thr e:1rth. Tn 
~hort, m un idp:l l <m·ncr~htp :rnd h(\tn{' rule wm lr:vl O<i tn ~r~ 

ir:.,~ 



MU~HCIP,\L EXPANSION. 

• 
that private ownership' of p \ll>lie utilities is a house divid ed 
a1:ain st itself ; that that c ity is not truly r ich that has a sing le 
p:n1p<:r within its li mit~. ll wiil teach u:- that we can only be 
truly J);ltriot ic when we study the welfare of all. It will teach 

· us th:..t if there \~ a single man wit hin the limits oi our city: 
denied the right to work and to enjoy th e fruit of his toil ii, 
hrin[:ing- ont the hc·~t m:lnh1V'M I :rncl c it i1(.'r1~h ip that i~ in hi:--:), 

c \·c ry man and wo m:m who i~ e njoying- rc:l~C'n:i.blc- comfort 14-

m<,r:'tlly guilty of t he inju~ticc done 10 the man d~nic<l J_hc 
right to work. It will teach the meaning of the word Ol; R ; 
:mc l 1wl until we f111Jy f1.11,1i, rrl1,·n<l t h:lt our cnu ntry, 1111r 

:-to te. our c ity, i1,ch1dcs r ~·o,T ~oul within th0:-c: polit it.~~,1 
boun<laric~. c:1n we properly :\))predate <111r T<.'~pr~nf.ibility. 
If we a rc truly !X'lrivtic and lrn-c these" OL"RS" that I h,,·c 

rncnlioncd. we will n C\'Cr be cnntt:nt untH the m(1!--t un(ortl.•· 
natc balx within thei r lir:1:t~ ~!,all h~1xc ~n cqn:'11 ,.:h:inre to 
bring out the bc!-t po~~ihili1i t:-t "'' it~ n~nun·. wlti; 1hc babe 
OOrn in the most favored ~pot of thiS; fa ir l:i n<l or mi re.. 

T he per,plc believe in th is kind of doctrine : i: i, the 
doctdnc o f F atr Plt1)'· ~hinicip:il own~r~hip and h<.lftlC rule 

lie in the d irection of fair pby, an<l in this d i rec: ion we arc 
making pro~rcss. In thi~ way the pco1,Jc will rc~ai n their 

lo'-t liberties. 

T,,l,do, 01,io. • 


