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MUNICITAL EXPANSION.

T seems to me that the promise of municipal expansion
] just mow s in the direction of commoen ownership of
public utilities, and of home rule,  Even the most super-
el thinkers freely admit that » something s wrong.”  In
Al our eities too many men, and women too, are up
mprnst U a stone wall ; they have reached a point where they
van go no further.  Their Iabor, which is the only thing they
fave toosell, is a drug on the market, which none will buy,
They must buy the necessaries of life from a monopolized
market,  As they cannot sell their labor, and their chattels
are in the possession of the pawnbroker and the mortgage-loan
shark, they are face to face with the fact that their liberty is
a mackery; it is not even the liberty to beg, for that is a
crime ; at s only liberty to exist on a crust, if it ean be
fonnl, and to live the life of a dog,

Municipal ownership will gradually give these disinherited
millinns a larger share in the commonweaith, The shorter
wark-day that is generally nheerved by the municipalities will
thivide the work ameng a larger number of persons ; the ref-
crendum and home rale will lead people, now indifferent *a
the suffrage, to see that they actually do have a share in
making the government that rules them.  Meare than one-
quarter of all the voters in this city (over seven thousand )
falled to register last fall. thus veluntarily disfranchising
themselves. Why 2 Decanse the v sacred ripht of franchise
iosacred only in name. Men are coming ta realize that the
rizht to work 1< more sacredd than the right to vote, is indeed
anterior to every other right,

Municipal ownership will lead to public owner ship of all pub.
lic utilities, and public frwnership will Tead to common awner.
ship, which in turn will lend us 1o see our Fommon oriein and
our commen right to the natural resources of the earth.  In
short, municipal ownership nnd hame rule will 1 na ta .
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that private ownership’ of public utilities is a housc divided
agrainst itself ; that that city is not truly rich that hasa single
pauper within its limits, 1t will teach us that we can only be
truly patriotic when we study the welfareof all. It will teach
us tT} if there is a single man within the limits of our city,
denied the right to work and to enjoy the fruit of his toil in
hringring ont the best manhood and citizenship that is in him,
every man and woman who is enjoying reasonable comfort is
morally guilty of the injustice done to the man denied the
richt to work. Tt will tmr‘h the meaning of the word OULR ;
amdd not until we fully comprehend that eur country, onr
tate, our city, includes roery soul within those political
boundaries, can we properly appreciate ews responsibility.
If we are truly patrivtic and love these * OURS ™ that 1 have
mentioned, we will never be content until the most unfortu-
nate babe within their limits shall have an equal chance to
bring out the best possibilitics of its nature, with the babe
born in the most favored spot of this fair land of ours,

The people believe in this kind of doctrine; it is the
doctrine of Fafr Play. Municipal ownership and home rule
lie in the direction of fair play, and in this direction we are
making progress. In this way the people will regain their
lost libertics.
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