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"THE IM~IORTAL J. N." 
Jacob Neuman Free (1828·1906) 

EDITOR'S NOTE---Among tho famo us character .. In the hlstoo' o( Ohio there 
have been few more unique than '"The Immorta! J. N." 

Although he died a full generation ago, then. are ~t!1l living many people 
who remember him well-a queer romantic character, myatarlOUij and attracth'e 
-a periodic vlijltor to most of the larger towns In Ohio- a traveler over the 
whole country_ 

M08t of the deta.ll" of hi~ Hfe are In doubt . Commonly reputed t o have been 
born In 1828 in McCutchenville, Ohio. e ven this is dispu ted. T lttln. Mansfield and 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, have been named as the place of his bi rth. He Is 
known to Jlave jOined the gold rush t o Ca lifornia In 1849 . H e made a fo rtune 
there and lost It_no one knowil ju~ t how. 

A man of brilliant Intellect, c lass lca! !y trained, speaking several languages , 
he, In some strange, tra!;lcal w ay, IORt his reason: but there are confl!cting tra_ 
ditions fUI to the eause o f that loss. Two stories concerning the latter are given 
belOW, but a s to the eccentrlcltle .. o f his character in his later years and as to 
his habits while on the road there !8 substantfal ag r eement. 

The quotations tollowlng, conflicting as they are, give most of t h e known 
fa.<;h and msny extant traditions about this Sin g ular chara~. ter. 

1. Typed Statement Received from Cincinnati Public Library, 
December 10, 1934. 

July 6, 1884. CinCinnati llonored by a visit by one of ber former promi
nent citizens', tbe " Immortal J. N." His name, known to but a few, was 
Jacob Newman Free, and be was a native of Tiffin, Ohio. A cblld prodigy, he 
had read tbe Bible through at four years of age and acquired a usable 
knowledge of tbe dozen langllages at an early age. 

Arter a lurid and brilliant career lie practiced law In Cincinnati in the 
60's of tbe last century, and here he sul'1'ered the collapse that unbalanced bls 
most unusual intellect. He defended a man charged wl t b. murder, and by dint 
of energy and eloquence procured his acquittal, only to bave his client then 
confess his guilt. He rusbed back to the court room and in an impassioned 
speech undertook to explain bls predicament. 

The strain brought on an attack of appoplexy, arler whiCh be was harm
lessly demented. He abandoned practice, took on his sobriquet and devoted 
his time to travel. It \s said he visited every city and town in tbe country of 
a population exceeding 2,OOO~on railroad passes issued by the presidents of 
many roads and stopping at the leading botels, tew of wblch expected and 
none received payment. 

HI~ cble! a.1m In life seemed to be meeting prominent and InHuentlal 
men and telling them how the al'1'alrs of the world sbould be run. He beUeved 
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himself to be the sole master of a mysterious "pressure" [or the alleviation 
ot human l\ls and. though it seemed not to work in great affairs, It proved 
his passport to the !Jest of entertainment on his travels. \Vhen he was 80 
years of age, nearly 25 years ago. he was adjudged Insane and sent to an 
Institution In Toledo. He d id not long su r vive confinement, and his passing 
removed the second of two most remarkable Ohio Characters- "Appleseed 
Johnny" and the "Immortal J . N." 

Copy of leller Wrillcn in the office of W. J . S h ern.an 
by Jacob NClUtJ:Ul Free, 1828·1906. 

EdHor :-
"J. N." cries fo r Sammy Steele. Tell them a ll around that 

"J. N." thinks they are not quite ready. He is postponing most of his 
appointments-aU for t ru t h which wants time. 

Regards to Jim. Mac and all the fellows. 
J.N. 

2. From Cleveland Public Library 

o. Extroct fr om letter of Marilla W. Freeman , Librar ian, December 11, 1934. 
We are enclosing copies of a letter and editorial sent us by Mr. David 

Gibson, of Cleveland. which seems to be the only Information we can 
furnish about "The Immortal J. N." The other newspaper ulen in Cleve
land whom we were able to approach did not remember Mr. Free, and 
we do not find his name in print. 

For your info rmation, the Poor House mentioned by Mr. Gibson Is 
the Wyandot County Home. R.F.D. 8. Upper Sandusky. Ohio. The name 
of the Superintendent was W. H. Link some years ago. but we have no 
very recent information about the Home. 

h . Leiter f r om D avid Gib301l , December 7 , 1934. 
David Gibson. 1370 Ontario Street. Cleveland. December 7. 1934. 

The Public Library 
Main Branch 

Dear Slrs:-Through Mr. Frank Dickel, o f this city, I have a copy 
of a letter of Inquiry from the Indianapolis Public Library relative to 
"The Immortal J. N." for Mr. Hilton U. Brown of that city. 

I am enclosing a transcription ot an editorial trom the two news
papers of whtch I am the publisher and which contaius the information 
In part. 

The last time 1 saw him was in \'I1arion. Indiana, at the Spencer 
House there - about 1898 or 1899. He was beautifully tailored and 
groomed _ broadcloth Prince Albert coat - rather long white hair and 
beard, suggesting. Wait Whitman, the poet. 

He always carried a roll of money and would stand his share of 
treating at a hotel bar and cigar counter, but he was in no way a dis
sipated man. He carried a pass In his pocket signed by President Scott, 
the Pennsylvania Railroad; "Pass the Immortal J . N . over the Penn
sylvania Linea West of Pit tsburgh until Hell tree~es over." Obviously, 
this was before the Interstate Commerce Committee r uling agatnst passes. 

For small fees he lectured in hotel parlors or any place he could get 
an audience and always on the same subject. "Lilting the Pressure." 

Matching my memory of this lecture with later economic knowledge, 
wha.t he meant was "economic pressure ." and which Is about our trouble 
today. 
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"The Immorta l J. N." ( J . N. Free) died In the Poor House at Upper 
Sandusky, Wyandot County, Ohio, about 20 yearll ago and whero he had 
been an Inmate rar some years previous to biB passing. 

It Is possible tbnt the Public Library, UPPCI' Sandusk y, or ono ot tbe 
two newspapcrs there could give exact dates and more details as to his 
history. 

I ne\'er heard of his being a lawyer o r hla association with any im
portant criminal caso. 

Any of the older hotel keepers of the Central West were always glad 
to give hIm bed and board; tor he ""as an engaging personality In enter
taining guests, and then there was the attending newlIpape r publicity. 

Give my kind regards to Mr. Drown: I was born In Indianapolis, 
Apent the first 30 years ot my IHe there and remember him well and most 
favorably. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) David Clbllon. 

C':, TrlUlaerillt of Edilorinl from lUa"5/ic/d Nel'" I Ol/rna' , January 27, ]934, 

WHAT ONE MAN THINKS, BY DAVID GIBSON 

About a montll ago J bad an ed l! orlal to tbe effect that we make 
preachments and pass laws In an error t to morally control human conduct, 
and all the while maintain an economle system 1O overbalance it all; that 
the economic pressure Is too great agains t the Colden Rule, the brother
hood of man, etc. 

I have a letter from a man asking If I remember the Immortal J. N. 
Yea, I do: and I recall tbat this was the subject and conclusion ot 

thi s lecture, "Lifting the Pressure." 
Obviously. In J. N.'s time, 35 years ago, nobody, Including myself 

knew what lIe was talking about. 
His real aame was J. N. Free and he came a round Upper Sandusky, 

Ohio. A lIort of respectable tramp-alwal'lI well groomed and dreslled, 
t raveled In lnxury and never paid a cent In the way of ra ilroad fare or 
hotel bllls. It didn't do any good to kick him orr a tralo- he'd j us t get 
on tbe next one. 

All tbe old time keepers of hotels took him In-Dave Hawley and 
Billy Akerij, Cleveland: or Terry Cnllen or Walter Maxwell, Cincinnati. 

He was generally credited wltb being about half Insane, but I think 
he was violently sane. 

I a lways secretly admired him a nd It I had my Ilte to llve over again, 
why I wonld be another Immortal J . N.: for he was aboul a.s happy as 
a ny man I e"er knew. 

He died In the poor house and all that, bnt so wllJ aome of the rest 
o f ua who have tried to express our ego by "keeping on the preasure." 

3, Leuer from Jay 1'1, Sweriein, SUIJerintendent Wynndot County 
Home at Upper Sundusky, Ohio, December 27, 1934-

L . L. Dickerson, Librar ian. Indlanapolls Public Library, 
Indianapolis, lndlana. 
Dear Sirs: 

Jacob Neuman Free, better known as Immortal J. N. was born at 
Chambersbu rg. Pa., In 1828, was never married. Died at Toledo State 
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Hospital, June 27, 190G. The bally wa~ IIhlppod to McCutchons vl lle. Ohio. 
and was burled In McCutchensyllle Cerne ta ry, Records do not show t bat 
he ever was In the 'Wyandot Coullty Horne. 

His rather mOl'cd to Wyandot County in 183 1. a nd Bettled one mile 
south of McC\IH:hensvllle where J . N. s pent his boyhood daYB. 

i:ioplng this Is the Information you wis h. I remain , 

You rs r espeCtfully. 
(Signed ) Jay M. Swerle ln. 

T he IrnnlOrtnl J. N. 

EDI TOR 'S NOTIo':_"t\'e "Iso qUote freely, by permission. from the well known 
work by Han. JOhn M. RI1I1t~ . Judge or the D i s tr ict Court ot the Un lled SlaleB
"Toledo fl nd LUCIl" County," Volume I . Page 717-121 , 

No history of To ledo would be com llie le without sOllie reference to a 
late frequente r of lIs streets known aIJ through the -m iddle west as the 
" Immortal J. N .. " a ti tle wh ich was self-confe rred. This ··I mmorta l'" was 
J . N. Free. No character in Ohio was beller known gene'l'nlly In northwest
ern Ohio during the last third of the nineteen th centu ry. He was born near 
the lIt lie village of :\icCutch env llle, fo urt een miles west o f Bucyrus, of weH 
to do and IntelJlgent people , hill, rather being n teacher who' wield ed Ii greal 
fnn uence In tbe early school h istory of northwestern Ohio. It w-as a home of 
cu lture , with the equipment of a very pretentious library. and the son was 
carefully reared lind edu cated . When gold was discovered In 1848, young 
F ree, Who had a lready made a reputa llon for oratorical and literary abillt)·, 
was among t hose who crossed the plnlns, reaching Cali fornia In 184 9. There 
he was very Buccessful. He lost, however. aU of his accumulations III a greal 
tire which destroyed the t hen city of Marysville, Callt., In 1 852. Th le dis
aster affected his mind. He soon retu1'ned to the states . his menta l aberra tion 
taking the fan cy that he was "t he Delllos thenes of Amer ica," cha rged with a 
special m l.sslon to revea l the t ruth . He was. wilen -a t hla beat . n fine s peaker 
with a s pecial mission- a slI ccessful debnte l' and orator. with a striking per-
8onallty. 

Th ereafte r, for more than forty years, he moved about the Slate. from 
county seat to county sea l , making the aCQ.u a lnta nce of a ll t he leading men. 
Arriving In a county seat town , the tlra t place visited would be a. newspaper 
offlce where he would prepare an announcement gener aJly of this tenor: 
"The Immortal J . N. re aChed tow n t h is morning. Ton ight at the cou r thouse 
he wi11 lift the veil and marshall the fo rces to re lieve th e pressure." The 
lectllre seldom materialized, however. 

DUring the Civil Wa r he held to the notion that Lincoln and Davis were 
both right on the war "viewed from their standpoints. " He announced that 
" the Immor tal J . N. " would beco me a "martyr for the truth ," holding the 
theory tbat Ir he were confined in a dungeo n lIuch a Ught would break upon 
these magnates that the wa r ~'ould come "to an end , bis conilnement being 
Indispensable to such a resu lt. He so followed the sheriff of Seneca County 
with a demand that he he confined for this purpose that at last h is desire 
was granted, and f rom his cell he bomba rded the newepapers at the s tate 
with h ie v iews. He would not permit the s heriff to release him unless the 
omcer~ and the Tlmn papers should acknowledge the correclne58 a t bill 
tbeory. Tbey had to make thl3 concession In o rde r to get him out. He t hen 
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mad.e his way to Was hington, where au Interv iew with Lincoln was had, the 
harassed president be ing entertained by the quaintness and eccentricities 
of his visitor. From Wash ington he went to Richmond, getting through the 
pickets and dodging the lines of guards until he reached the capitol or the 
Confederacy . There he was confined as a Yankee spy until It was discovered 
that his madness had nothing mischievous about \t, 

His unique and queer ways triumphed over the suspicions of the Con
federates and at last he was accordect an lntel'\'lew with Davis to whom, he 
unfolded his theory, He was then allowed to return throngh the lines, believ
ing that he had made converts of both Lincoln and Dav is. 

Until prevented by the paSSage or the Interstate Commerce law he lI'as 
given passes on practically all of the railroads of the central west . A story 
was prevalent throughout the territory frequented by him that early In h is 
career as a revealer of the truth, a hotel keeper, impressed by h is grandilo
quent manner of dignity of carriage, said he would "throw off" haU of the 
hotel hill, whereupon the " Immortal" said that he would not be outdone in 
generoslty by any tal'ern-keeper, wherefo re he would "throw off" the other 
half. In fact no hotel expected to be pa id for his entertainment. With great 
assurance he would register at a hotel, acCel)t of Its Rccommodations, and 
walk Qut with no reference to an ohllgation to pay. He was a good speaker, 
but was unable to keep to a subject and his lectures, when he occasionally 
deigned to deliver tllem , were made up of singular expressions and strange 
thoughts, although he had 01lce possessed, obviously, the arts of li terary 
address. It was a favol' ite expression of his that " I made a moving speech 
last nIght, When I began all of the seats were ful l. When I fin ished no one 
was lett but the janitor." 

E\'ery one who knew him had It great deal of syn)j)athy for h im, for 
he was of a kIndly nature, and he was never refused hospitality. He had a 
singularly comprehensive memory for names and faces. Once seen and known 
by him, a person would be re:tdlly recognized in any «istant par t o~ the 
country, even af ter a great lapse of tIme , and hailed by hIs right name, 

HIs quaint personality was a familiar sight on the streets of Toledo t or 
years and likewise in most of the county sea ts o{ northwestern Ohio. A 
newspaper man who knew him well for years thus describes him : "He was 
over six feet ta ll , straight as an arrow, with black, straight hair falling to 
hIs shoulders, which were massive. HIs carriage was erect and he possessed 
small, search ing eyes wh ich seemed to be blaclt; great shaggy black eye
brows and an eagle-beak of a nose. He always WOfe a black slouch hat , a 
string bow tie, and presented a professional and shabby genteel appearance, 
with a very dignified bearing." 

Other accounts, but apocrypha l , have been given of Mr. Free's Insanity, 
one that lIe had been crossed in love, and another that reason had departed 
IIpon the discovery that a client he had successfully defended from a murder 
charge was actilally guilty. In March, 1906, his condition made necessary a 
formal find ing of Insanity and he was comm itted to the TOledo Hospital. In 
lees than t hree months he died, The date of his hirth Is uncertain. It Is 
believed to have been in 1828, and that he died In his 78th year. 

Repr inted from John 1\1. KiIIlts' Toledo und L ucrnI COUllty, 

Volume I, Page 717-721. 
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Front the Toledo Blade of August I, 1902 

LATEST ON THE " ' M;\JORTAL J . N.'· 
Chats BrlUiantly While Rehling HlmseH 

TO A STRANGER'S LUNCH ON TRA IN 

Story of the Wreck of a Fine Intellect. 

F ree a Native of Northwestern Ohio and Cornea of ;1 Fine Old ~"amlly

Siste rs Live III l\IcCutcheJll'iIle. 

Special Telegram to 'I'he Ulnde. 
Tlmn, Ohio, August 1. 1902. 

The Iate!;t story of t ile Immortal J. 1\. comes from Kansas City. and It 
la told by J. E. Kelly, of Bowling Green, who, while en route to Oklahoma 
rode some dIstance In the car with that remarkable mall. \Vhen !lear Kan sas 
City. one of the passengers s tarted to eat a luncheon whi ch he had brought 
with him. What was bls astonish ment wbeu the Immortal quie tly sea led 
himself bes ide the stranger and proceeded to he lp himself to the \"lands. par
taking of the delicacies with the nnlll gusto lind vigor as If he had been In
vited to dine. 

This remarkable man's home lI"as a t McCutchenville, which Is on the 
line between Seneca and Wyandot counties, and where one or two of his 
slsterlJ sli ll reside. He bas a mania rOI" trave ling, and never paya for either 
transportation or entertainment. though he always puts up at the best hotels. 
He holds a pasa over the B. & O. which reads: "Pass J. N. (orever." Where
el'er he goes. he makes addresses. and the topic Is a lways " Pressure." To 
t he mind of the Immortal J . N., when the \'ell Is torn aside aud the pressure 
lifted the mHlenlulTI wUJ have come. This is his mission In IUe-to "li rt the 
pressu re." Man}' stories are told of J. N. Free, aud hOIl' his misfortune came 
upon him. all of them tinged with romance, a.nd the old man, with his 
s traight, tall t1.gure and long, white hair. floating over his shoulders, and 
blue eyes looking steadfastly at you-t1.ne eyes, e\'ell though the light or 
reason has fled-Is a romanllc figure. I~ree, In his youth had the physique of 
a Roman gladiato r , combined with the grace and beauty of a prince. and 
mind whose br llllance seemed to forecast a daZl'. ling ruture ror Its !)ossessor. 
In the 40s, when the Ca llIOI'nia gold fever was turning the heads of so many, 
Free saw In that land of gold his opportunity, and joined the vast throng or 
westward-hound travelers. 

Arrived In t he country where a ll hili golden dreams were to be realized 
and hla fortune made, he cast about him for a suitable Investment. He be
came proprietor of a wagon train, carrying SUllplles to the miners In the moun
tains, One bright da.}', which W!lB. howel'er, 10 tu rn in lo a black and fateful 
one for J. N. Free, he started up the trail Into the mO\lIl\a lns wi th his load 
of s upplies, $20,000 worth . All his fortune was Invested In that load. All went 
well unti l. when fa r up the mountain, on e or those s udden and furious 
storms peculiar to the west burst upon him . It Is told how this heroic man 
(ought death In that lonely mountain pass for two days and won the battle 
where a man of less rugged CODsUtullon, or less courage would have suc
cumbed. But, though he !8\'ed his life, all his wor ld ly wealth he lost. and 
his constitution was greatly undermined by the exposure aull subsequent 
distress, He no longer had the heart to try to win a fo rtUne from this 
t reacherous country. which had desponed him In the hour when she was 
smiling her sweetesl. 
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SO J . N. l<'rec returned to his Ohio home and dechled to devote his brl l· 
Hant IntelleCt to the exposition or the law. He was ma o of IlrePOssellslng 
R])pearallc(l , Hnd It wa~ predIcted that he would make a powerful attorney. 
He s tudied hurd. and at lasl 1118 great oppOrtu nity to mak e a IIsme for him· 
self cU llIe. He wall attorn(:y for the defense [n a murder trial. He be!!e~'ed 

his cliellt Innocent, and worked with the Cllergy of a giant to clear bls man 
a nd win tho case. He IJlended his cause fervently. and with such eloquence 
that onlookers, judge. ju ry, rival atlo rney~ , were al1 held spell bou nd unde r 
the magic of his wonderfu l personnl!ty. Men marveled and said he wou id 
leap to the highes t pinnacle of fame In Iils Ilrofesslon. Arter receiving the 
tellcltatlons of his friends. the law yer stepped Into a private room with his 
cilent-the mlln he had cleared of n cbarge of brutal murder, believing him 
innocent. Just what llsssed In that rOOl» none ever knew, ~ave this-tha t the 
scoundrel whom I~ree hud cleared, either through natura l depravity or some 
unknown reason. confessed to his attorney that he was guilty of t he charge. 
The s hock was too grent for til e Il oble man. whose sells lt1ve and uprigh t 
nature could 1lJ brook the knowledge tllnt throush his efTorts such a villain 
had been turned loose upon society. He fell unconscious to tbe noor, Hnd It 
was only after a long Ulneu that he was scen on the streets ngaln . And 
upon his recovery it was seeD t hat the brl lJlsllt Intellect was shattered; a nd 
thus he hecame a wanderer nnd in time Requi red the title of the Immortal 
J . N. 

There nre but few places III the cou ntry wilere J. N. Is not known. 
Du ring the Ci vil War , he, In lIome manner. sUpped th rougb the IInell. He 
want ed to lIee Jeff Davis, and wss sure If he could only get an luten'lew with 
the g reat southern lender he could sta ll the \\'ar. Another man would have 
met dealh then. but J. N. was received wllh kindness and sent bsck through 
the Unes to the land that gave him birth. 

The Im mortal J. N. never torgets II name or a face. and stories are 
told ot his recognizing persons he has mel on ly in a casual way, ten o r Ilt· 
toon years later . There is II hint at a love story in the life of this nota:ble 
man, and It also Is t inged with melancholy. It III reported that before leaving 
tor the west, lo'ree was engaged to be married to a heautlful .M cCutchenvllle 
girl , wuo proved fa ithless , fOl' on the day ho returned from CalUornla. the 
tl.rst sou nd that greeted his ea rs was the church hells ringing for the mar· 
r lage ot sweethean aud anothCl' man. And so J. N. Free , retaining his natIve 
nobility, even t hough his mind is wrecked, llassos through life s t riving ever 
to " IUt the pressu re," which, 111 all probahillty, will ne\'er he lifted for him 
unt il the light of eternity dis]lels a l! mist from his mi nd. 

God hless J . N. F ree, a nohle man It there was one. 

Specls l Te leg ram to The Blade 
Upper San dusky, Ohio. March 29. 1906. 

The Infirmary directors ret urned late last night from Perry co unty with 
the eccentr ic philosopher, the "Immorta l J. N." Free. This morning be was 
ad j udged Insane before Judge I1rowl1 , nud thia afternoon he wna taken to 
the asyl um at Toledo, which will put ali end to hia ceaseless travels tar and 
wide, t hat have gone on for over ha lf a cent ury. He Is 78 years old, and his 
health Is unimpaired . He never \11;08 glasses 0 1' takes medicine. 

Thursday Morning. April 5, 1906. 
The " Immortal J. N.". aJl that Is marla 1 at him, Is taking kindly to 

his new lite at the Toledo State Hospital. whence he was brought last Thurs· 
day. 
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Leading for a halt a century lhe life the s parrows lead, Jacob NewmAn 
Free, one of til e most eceeutrle characters of a generatlon, has reache(1 tbe 
end or hIs weary wnnderlng~ luul he expresSeS hlmselt as thol'oughty satlsfled 
with hIs surroun(lings under the kindly care of Dr. Love. 

At t be age of '1 8 he Is s till as straight as an India n a nd reminds one of 
a sturdy osk Into whose rugged heart t he rottenness of age has just beg un 
to creep. Lik e the apostles of Old, he took neither script nor purse on his 
Ineessant journeys. He bad passeR on all railroads and every In n was h.is free 
lodging house. Tilere was no better known character throughout the middle 
west. 

The "I mmortal J . N .... as he called Illmself, not out or egotism but of 
alncerlty. was princely in physiq ue. As a young man he was the leading 
criminal lawyer of Cincinnati . A half century ago his mind became unhinged 
an(1 he became a wanderor 01\ tbe face of the earth. 

J. N. posed only as the apostle o f truth and righteousness. He believed 
a ll men were under a "pre88u re" which It was his mission to 11ft from their 
shoulders. "Men say I am crazy," the cheery Itinerant was accnstomed to SAY· 
"It 18 they who are crazy. Look at them!" 

Although warped mentally his best InstinctB ..... ere preserved. Grace. 
courtesy, knlghliiness. purtt.y and ..... ondrous kindness marked him. Occas
Ionally flash es of the once Imperial mind bespoke the Inhe rent greatneaa of 
the man. 

Every newspaper man In the middle west knew J . N. He was a lways 
coming and going and always welcome. Had he not been so buatllng he would 
have been pathetic. Harmless as a child , gentle as a woman he r eminded one 
In a way of Christ, as he must have been. 

And now In his old age he goes as will ingly to the hos pital as ever he 
went to bls dinner. There will be no trouble with him, He will go on trying 
to "lift the pressu re" from Ihe burdened minds of hla hospita l fellows. 

Toledo Blade of 1906. 

"The Immortal J . N." Is st ill trying to 11ft the. presRu re at the asylum . 
Superintendent Oeorge Love says the man Is a good natured, harmles! old 
soul who doesn' t seem to realize where he lij. Whenever Dr. Love addresses 
him the e<:centrlc wanderer te J1s him t hat he certainly has a great hotel, 
whiCh gives blm ample opportunity to IIH the pressu re. Dr. Love saYIJ tbe 
man will undoubtedly d ie In the institu tion as there Is little p rospect of his 
recovering from his mental disability. He 19 about the Hnest patient the 
aaylum has, however, Rnd so well know n IK he throughout the country that 
every visitor wnnts to see him . 

Toledo Blade of June. 1906 . 

Tbe " Imnlortal J . N." Is dead. He passed away at the state hospital at 
9:30 tbls morning from valvular heart trouble, having been lit for several 
weeks. Because of his eccentricities, J. N. Free was known In every section of 
the country, he baving been a rover for many years up to the time he Willi 

eommltted to the asylum bere on March 29 last. 
Mr. Free was self-s tyled the " Immorta l J . N .. .. and was unceasingly 

promising to "relieve the preMure," a task which be never a ttempted to 
explain and never accomplished. Upon entering a city or town Mr. Free would 
walk a long tbe streets, waving his arm s , and Informing the populace that 
he would "lilt the veil" at a certain hour. 
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Free was a nlagniHcent specimau or physical manhood, more t lian six 
tee t In height, broad shonldered aud muscular re taining hi li rugged ness even 
In his declining years. 

Possessing a pai r 01 Il lerchlg black eyes, a nd his hair hanging over his 
shoulders, Mr. Free was a str iking figure, and many perllons not acquainted 
with his derangement gazed upon him in awe, reaJly believin g that he was 
possessed of supernatura l powers. It was a hobby of Free's to vlalt the news
paper offices immediately upon entering a town . He would ask for an an
nouncement In the columns to the effect that he would 11ft the veil upon a 
certain day and he would then depart, carrying with h im a huge bundle ot 
exchanges. 

He wall seldom seen upon the s t reets without the newspapers unde r his 
arm . In all his trave ls, which embraced every s tate In tile Union. Free was 
never knol\' n to pay railroad fare or hotel hills. At one time It was said he 
possessed annual passes upon nearly every steam railroad In the cou nt ry. 

About six years ago Free made the annou ncement that he wss no longe r 
the " Immortal J . N .. " but tho "On ly Ph ilosopher" instead . The former name, 
however, clUng to hi m througll all th e years and np to the time ot hi!; death. 

Deceased 's mind had been alfected for more than for ty years. but he was 
never violent, and even ratlonfll at times. 

He ws s a cultu red and educated man, and In his speech and mllnner 
ah owed plainly the res ul t of his early training. Conflicting ata tementa have 
been published from time to time as to the cause of }o' ree 'a Insanity. t he most 
genera lL y accepted reason helng that he lost his mind while trying a criminal 
case In the Cincinnati cou rU. 

Free. eo the story goes, then one of the most brilliant lawyers In t he 
s ta te, was defending a man charged with murder, and through his matchleSA 
eloquence secured a ve rdict of acquitta l. One night, some time aUer the trial. 
his clien t visited him and then told him that he was guilty of the charge upon 
which he had been cleared , w11lch so alfected Mr. Free that he became de
mented from that time on . 

This story was never substan tiated , and vigorously denied by Mr . Free. 
When asked abo ut the occurrence he was wont to sny: 

"J. N. never was a lawyer a nd never defended a man on t rial tor murder." 
"J. N. " received a welcome wherever he went and becam e a. familiar 

figu re In eve ry section In t he coun t ry h e visited. W it hin the last few years 
pr ior to his commitment to the stale asylum , Mr. Free confined h is visits 
chiefl y to northwestern Ohio, coming to Toledo at frequent Intervals. 

Free was a fi gure of nationa l fame, a nd columns, accompanied by cutS 
of the man ILn d hla wanderings found their way from time to time In to the 
columns of all the leading dailies In the country. 

Dur ing the days of the Civil war, Free first came Into the limelight 
because ot hie moving between the nor th and south, t rying to convince both 
s ides that each was rlgbt t rom the ir own s tandpoint. 

The re Is somo question ae to the birth place of J acob Neuman Free, Tiffin, 
Mansfield a nd McCutcheonvlUe, Oh io. bei ng mentioned as the places wbere 
he fI.rs t 8aw the ligh t or day, but the latter Is believed to be correct from the 
fact that during hh!llUe "J . N." had 0(te11 snld that he was born In Wyandotte 
county. 

Of late yeanl Mr. Free's health ha d been tailing rapidly, but he never 
desisted in his wanderings. One day while Sitting in the de pot at a small 
town In P erry country he became very !II and the Infirmary directors or 
Wyaudot county were notified. 
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011 the morning of March 29. he was adjudged Insane berore Judge 
Brown . at Upper Sand uak~·. and taken to t he State hospital. W illie at the 
latte r Institu tion he has a lways inalntnlued the cheerfu l t\lspoalUoll so char
actol'ls tlc ot the man. lind up to a few houl's before hla death rellernted his 
oft-repeated wllllugness to " relieve the pre88u re. " 

Mr. Free ""as well liked by the officials and RUendan\JI o f the State bos
pi ta l. becau se ot hi s C!ver readin ess to obe y the rules of the In stitution, He 
was a man ot great promise In his youtli and possessed of conside rable 
wea lth. Jacob Neuman Free was 77 years ot age at the time of h is death . He 
has a sister residing III McCut('heon"l1\e, wllo has been notified and will take 
charge ot his body. 

Re(:ollection s of J . N. Free C'The Immortal J. N.") 
(By Chub DeWolfe) 

Mr. Wm. DeWolfe, now on t he TOLEDO BLA DE, Is a lire-long 
newspape r man. His rather a lso was a newspaper man. 

Mr. DeWolfe as a boy nv C! or six yea rs or age. reca ll s vis its of Mr . Jo'ree. 
He remembers !Jim as a tall man with long hair and )'eJlow-green eyea. In 
tbe summer he wore a long linen d uster. "When he came my tathe r had 
Illerally to sit 011 our EXCHANGES to keep him [rom carrying t hem away." 

Mr. DeWOlfe also recalled a story ubout hla many passes on the variOUS 
rallronds. He a pplied to r a pan 011 t he Toledo & Ohio Central (now a par t 
ot tbe New York Ceutra l system) runn ing between Toledo and Columbus. 
Th e president of tbe company lesued a pass to the " Immortal ,J. N.," per
mit ting him to walk to and t rom Toledo to Colum bus. "J. N." accepted the 
pass but got a rou nd the dlmcu lty by wal king back and fortb the length of 
the train atter boarding It until be arrived In Columbus. 

He had n dau ghter Nellie who wa~ something or nn actress. 

Bibliog raphy-The Immortal J. N.-Jacob Newman Free 
(1828.1906) 

Papers on this record : 
1. Typed sta tement received from Cln Clnaati Puhllc Llhrary, December 10, 

1934. 
Z. From Clevcland Public LIbrary. 

a . Extrac t t rom lette r of Mar illa W . F reema n, Li brar ian. December 11 , 
193 4. 

b. Letter from David Gibson, December 7, 1934 . 
c, Tran scri pt ot Editoria l from !'. Ianstleld News J ournal. J anuary 27, 1934. 

3. Letter trom Jay M. Swerleln. Superintendent Wya nd ot County Home at 
Uppe r Sanduaky, Ohio, Deccmber 27,1934, 

4. Toledo Public Library: Da ta supplied Decemher, 1984, conslatlng of : 
a. Extract from "Toledo a nd Lucas Couuty, Oh io," by Kllllts, Vol. I . 

pp.717·72 1. 
b. Copies of five articles from Toledo Blade: 

I. August 1, 1902. 
II. March 29.1 90 2. 

Ill. April 5, 19 0 6, 
IV. Blank Date. 1906 . 
V. June, 19 06. 

c. Statemen t t rom Chub DeWolfe. December 15, 1984 . 
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Muumce River 

Dediealed 10 Mnry Harn ce Su yd am 

Once I heard a stranger askln; 
On the bus one soh May midnight. 
As the ci t)· glowed below us, 
" Is this Toledo? What Is this river'" 
"Yes-Toledo-Maum ee RiVer-" 
Maumee Rlver--oh-the answer, 
That to her meant nothing, nothing, 
As she went her way unheeding: 
Not for her the viv id pictures 
That to me came swiftly crowdllig 

Lyric phrases-Mau mee River, 
In themselves a flow ing poem 
Written by the dateless ages; 
Cutting cour sea through the valley, 
Bearing islands on lUI bosom 
As a mother holds her children ; 
Now mature and yet not aged, 
As at old the river laban, 
Cheer ing men with grace and beauty. 
Servi ng men In t rade and tramc; 
Blending smoothly with Lake Erie, 
On Its way to lI'ed the ocean. 

Chsnglng 8wirtly with the 8easons. 
Draped In mist on April dawnlngs, 
Smoke perhaps of ancient camp-fires: 
A stream at gold It runs at BUDset, 
Splashed with dYes of mid-October. 
Piled with Ice as dark December 
Mute ly locks Its liquid mnrmur. 
Freezes In Its sands the sedges. 
Ruthless r ides It In a torrent 
WheD the equinox Is bringing 
Spr ing agai n to Wilke the r iver. 

As long ago all IIll:teen-elghty. 
The F rench had built a post tor trading: 
In Its p lace the British later, 
At the present site of Maumee, 
Made a fort they called Malml, 
Named It [rom the tr ibe Miami, 

- 11-



The Historical Society 

Spelled it as t he Indians said it, 
Made the word to us familiar. 
Before the white man tamed its waters, 
B irch canoes rode down the Maumee, 
Drlrting to Detroit. the center 
For the In dians near the lake sllores. 

Tra ils ran outward to Sandusky 
And the Portage at Bucyrus, 
L inking fast the Mississippi, 
Through the Beautlrul Ohio, 
Through the thunder of Niagara, 
With t he splendor o r st. Lawrence; 
Trans of land and trans of water, 
Which the white men traveled later, 

Dark these trails with blood of cap t i-'es. 
Awful with the shrieks of torture 
'Vrung trom men like Colonel Crawforti. 
Burned at Carey In reprisal, 
Detore John Stewart's patient preaching 
Clvll!zed the dying Wyandots, 
Taught them prayers and peaceful Hving; 
Stewart, resting from labors 
With the Indians of his Mission. 

General Wayne at Fon Defiance 
Sent his challenge to the red men, 
To the Eries and the Shawnees: 
Broke their power at Fallen Timbers, 
Chased them down as far as Greenvllle: 
Forced thei r chiefs to sign a t reaty 
Giving safety to the aettiers. 
Hanging ill the State MuseulU 
On the cam pu s In Columbus, 
Vividly In picture- writing 
Bears it Little Turtle's pledges
Sullen promise ne\'er broken, 

At Fort Meigs before the breastworks, 
P roctor's British soldiers loosened 
T heir hold forever on t he valley : 
Aided by the youthful Croghan 
At Fremont with one small (!annon , 
On Put-in-Bay the gallan t Perry 
Crushed their empire In Ohio, 
Restored to peace the Maumee River. 
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Over Indian trans the settlers 
Came with hopes of higb endeavor; 
From the forest raised their cabins, 
Reared their babies, bullt their homesteads, 
Bullt their lives wltll rugged virtues 
For their sons to follow after. 
J\Iill-wheels hlrned with creaking axles, 
Grinding corn and sawing timbers, 
Building towns from Flo Wayne onward, 
Nestled by the winding river. 
To tile harbor o f Toledo. 

Bridges linked Its early mudroads; 
Clumsy ox-carts, rumbling rallways, 
Purring motors, claimed their places, 
While t he bonel! of men forgotten, 
Crumbled under fallen headstones. 

One among them claims remembrance; 
Johnny Appillseed, the Christian, 
Wearing gunny-sacking, barefoot, 
Gentle, loving as St. Francis, 
Planted apples on the hillsides, 
Father of Oh io orchards. 
Laid him dowl\ to die one morning, 
Simply as all epic pa~sing; 
At Flo ·Wayne lies humbly buried, 
At the head of these s weet waters 
Drawing fragrance from his spiri t. 

Miamis, Eries, FrenCh. a nd Engl ish, 
All have left upon the valley, 
Records of their loves and labors; 
Pioneering mBn and women, 
Bringing fa ith and patient courage, 
Honored In their children's children, 
All have gone Into Ihe making 
Ot th is rich and gracious valley , 
Blending with the clasl:!ic beauty, 
Ot this noble, /lowing poem; 
In summer guarded by Arcturus, 
By Orion warmed in winter ; 
Blending with shores and shallows 
Of this graceful, living poem, 
Of this epic not yet ended, 
Lyric waters-Maumee River. 

-Mabel J, Bourquin 

Read at Rock Ledge Farms, Perrysburg, Ohio, 
To the Toledo Writers' Club 
June 13, 1936 
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~iblDeG't II;lfstorfcal ~otrG' 

NEW N'Al'olE GIVEN FOR NO GOD ROAD--Norwalk, January 26-The 
name ot No God road In Huron county hall been changed to Edwardll by 
Charles Ogan, engineer of HilTon county, at the request of residents of ths 
road. 

According to local legend, the road wall named nearly 100 yeaTS ago 
by a stranger wbo, surprised when bo found residents ot t he road working 
on a Sunday, allked one: "Do YOU know God?" and was told : 

"Sorry, stranger , 1 ca nnot hel p you. No one of that name lives a round 
here." 

BOSTON> TEA PARTY IIL-tRlCED BY IlJUR~Boston ( AP).-The 
Boston Tea Pa r ty, held In the dusk of early even ing at the end of Griffin's 
Wbarf on December 16, 163 years ago, 18 commemorated In a mural un
veiled at a Kilby Street tavern . 

The milch-storied tea party was onB Of tbe events whlcb brought on 
the Revolution twelve years later. 

The East India Company hlld sent three vessels loaded with tell to 
BOlilOO. Town Officials protested tbe IlIodlng of tbe cargoes, and when the 
royal Governor fa Ued to answer the protests, a citizens' meeting was held 
In the Old South Meeting House. 

That meeting adjourned In an uprOAr and customs officers announced 
tbe tea would be landed on the follow ing day under protection of the gnns 
of the British fleet. 

Nobody ever told tbe names of the leaders of a band of siXty men 
who, dressed as Indians, ran to Grlflln 's \Vharf in the early evening, tomu
bawked the 340 chests of tea sbonrd the Etlst India Company's vessels and 
dumped tlle contents In the harbor. 

Nor was It ever told Why the BritIsh Heet, lying Il longslde the tea
laden vessels, permitted it, nor w1ly tbe captains and crews of the cargo 
ships made only feeble protests. 

The last survivor o f tha t tea party waB George Robert Twelve Hewes, 
who, at the age of 81 , Ilnd while living In Otsego County, N, Y .. t old what 
he knew of the tea destruct lon-wblch wasn 't much . 

He said a Leonard Pitt, who ra n bes ide him, waa the only man In the 
party he knew. He added but one brief Item to t he tflle ae It appears tn 
countles8 histories, 

One man, he ssld, WflS handled roughly when he attempted to car ry 
off some or the tea In his pOCkstR. 

The Old South Meeting House still s tands on busy downtown Wash
Ington Street, It la still a meeting place---the acene of Sunday forums
and bouses a collection of hlatorlcal relics. 

The mu.ral, which Is In a tavern , not far Irom the site of the old 
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wharf, la the work of Raymond Stickney, prominent B08ton Bnd Provi
dence, R. I ., artist. I t Is care t ully pa inted and much retiearch has gone Into 
the work. Most of the figures, however, fi re dressed In Continental cos
tumea . 

:':0,000 LVDli\:\' R ELICS OOLLECTED nl' Om O:\ N- Norwalk, Feb. 
11-B. B. Thomas, Townsend townsh ip farme r , has accumulated a large 
collection of Indian arrow heads and other stone ImplementB In t be coun
try. He has more than 20,000 exhibits Including many rare pieces from 
many statea, Includin g the Pacifi c coaal and t he 1I0utheaat. 

The curios a re h oused In a small Btore and omce building on his farm 
e ight mllea east of here. Indi an relic studen ta from all parts of the country 
vis it t he collection. 

Mr. Collins gave a lecture on arrow heads at the F llchvllle g range 
February 19 and displayed 80me of hili rareal plecea . 

. . . . Chl neso d l ~h which mnny forc lgners have eaten Is chop sue y. 
It has been called by some "the national d lah of ChI na." Now, the truth of the 
matter Is that chop s uey, 8S we know It. Is not only not the naUonal dish of 
Chi na, but no Chinese e"er eats It. The only chop suey which the Chinese 
know Is a cheap kind of Cantonese beggars' has h. 

Dr. 'Vu Tlng Fang, the famous Chinese diploma t, told lIle the peculia r 
circumstances unde r which this beggar dish became a favorit e abroad . The 
discovery ot gold In CalUornla brought thou sands of Chinese cooUes to San 
Francisco, and soon the Chinese colony In the clty was large enough to support 
a couple of Cantonese restaurants . One night a c rowd of mine rs decided to 
see what t hese pigtailed )'ellow men ate. When t hey got to the resta ura n t 
t he regular custonlen had finIshed, snd the proprietor was rendy to close . 
But t he mi ners demanded food, 80 he dumped togethe r a ll the food his 
Chinese patrons had le ft. put a dash o r Chinese sallce on top and served It 
to bls unwelcome guests . They didn' t know what he meRnt wh ell he told 
them til at they were eating chop suey. or "beggar haall." 

At an y rate. they liked It so well that they came back fo r moro, and In 
t hat chance wa}' l he g reat chop s uey Industry was establis hed . l\Ianr more 
Chi nese fortun ell have beeu made from It than were ever made from gold 
mining, a ud for generat ions t housands of ChlneS6 have laug hed because 
every dish of chop euey served Is a cu linary joke a t the expense of the 
foreigner. Chop liuey restaurants are to be found In hlg cities all over the 
worid-except In China. 

-The Hoader's Digest. 

As he made his hospital rounde one morning, Dr. John C. Berry, an 
earl y mlnlooary In Kobe, observed a patient smoking his pipe in bed and 
le tt wi th him a t ract on the evils of tobacco. The patient, young Mural. was 
so impreased with flgurea In the pamphlet allowIng the numb~r of ed ucational 
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Institutions which could have been built with the money spent annually in 
America and Europe for cigarettes, that he Introduced the cigarette in Japan 
and made a large rortune before seiUng out to the tobacco trust. 

- Frank Cary, The Lighter Side or History. 

Presiden t Hoosevelt's "peace mission" to South America last winter pro
duced some Ironic results . Leaving Brazil to visit Argentina, the President 
was escor ted by 120 airplanes from the Brazilian army and navy. So impressed 
were the Argentines by this d isplay that within 1 5 days they had a ppropriated 
almost $2,500 ,000 to buy airplanes from the United States. And when Chile 
discovered that the Argentine planes could easily cross the Andes-loaded 
with bombs- she too sent an aviation mission to the U. S. All In a ll, It was 
the biggest armament race South America had had In many years. 

-The Christian Century. 
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