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THE STORY OF MUNICI PAL MANACEMENT IN TOLEDO 
UNDER P. R. (T hird Inst allment. ) 

T he J uly issue, contai ning the second installment , ended with tbe 
following statement: 

"Councilmen 'X ' and 'Y' having fronted seve ral limes with no success 
in their attacks 011 Ci t)" :'.lanager Edy and cou llci l manager government
it was now up to 'The Big Shot':' 

hnally, the " B ig Shot" of t he minority, though prev io\lsly endorsed by 
the City j\h\!lagcr League, and despi te the fact that he ga ve a pledge and 
signed it, 110W assumed com11131\(1 of the maj or attack ; and you wi ll see 
how desperate indeed must the enemy become 10 finally use their leader 
and their biggest amlllunition and to precipitate a maj or battle. 

Prior to the actual shooting of the big guns into the government , there 
had been some rumbling of myste rious huddles, conferences in aTHI about 
the City H all. The old timers in municipa l government seemed to sense 
(as they must now ill Europe ) that a major offensive is in the making, 
but none knew what form it would take, or when a lld where it would 
strike. 

On September 12. 1938. two of the Counci lmen . labeled as stalwa rts 
for Edy and for Council-Mallagcr govcrH1l1ent, met in the City Hall about 
i :OO P. ~l.--one·half hom pri or to the ti mc o f a nigh t Council mceting. 
O ne of the Councilmcn informed the other, laconically and drall1aticaily
"Well it has come." And yet the other Councilman seemed to know what 
was meant. A further disclosure resulted ill the iollow ing in formation : 

A resolution to discharge the City :'.1:l.1lager and naming the L.a \\' 
DireclOr. an appoi ntee of the Cit.l· :'.1'l1lager, as lemporary City Mamger, 
li nd nominating a fonner T oledoa n as succeeding City :'.Ianager. All of 
this in the a foresaid resol ution in the Calendar for Cou nci l's considcration 
when it met a t 7 :30. 

Su rely for the few mOlllel1\S remaining" there was li ttle time fo r the 
frie nd s of good govcrnlllent to draw hallie lincs for defcnse. T hesc two 
CoullcihnCI1 (lid the best they could. They SCllt a hurricd and desperate 
S. O. S. to a few prominent citizcns and then it was til11e to go into the 
meeting. 0 111.' of these two as he was but a few steps from hi s scat in 
the COlllleil Chamber wa~ informcd that th e resolutiQll had been fi led the 
previous Saturday in a scaled envelope and had nOI becn opencd until 
lonight, ;\n(] that it 11:1(1 been rcmoved i1llIlle<.lia\ely afte r fil ing from its 
customary public place a t the express order of the ·· P.ig Shot" to the Clerk 
of Council. In the few steps that it was re(luircd to ta ke to a scat, this 
Councilman tried dc~perately to evolve a plan of dcfcl1~c and he thought 
that he had hit upon one. 

T he account of the Conncil mccti ng fou nd in the Toledo 81m/I! the 
next day was such an excellent piece of report ing that it is here set alit in 
fu ll for two reasons: 

1. Complete and accurat e reporting is indispensahle to creating an 
alert, vigilant public. 

J 

• 



The f-hstorical Society 

2. Because it actually takes the reader into this colorful , thrilling 
and draillatic meeting' packed with so much dynamite, that it 
might have blown up anri carried a good government with it. 

Here. if the reader will, YOII ente r the Council Cham\x:r and attend 
a meeting packed wi th all the color ami nature in the raw to satis fy any 
~tlId elll of municipal government. 

City Council H alts Move to Fire Edy 

(ColI/uilmall ·'Z'· ActiOl! Clucked By 5 to 3 Vote 011 JI/(I),or'.r Rulillg ) 

A surprise move by Counci lman "Z·· to oust John N. Edy and name 
.\Ir. S. as hi s slIccessor as City iUanager was defeated 0 11 the floor of 
Council last night. 

Coullci l members. after a heated di scllssion, voted to sustai!] the 
i\oJayor's ruling that Councilman ·'z·' had filed his legislation improperly . 
The matter will not be formally considered ull ti l the next meeting of 
Council, Seplo 19. at 10 A. i\ 1. 

Councilman ··Z's·' ouster proceedings bu rst like a bombshell in the 
office of the clerk of Counci l latc yesterday. Councilman ··Z" had filed 
a l'ealed envelope in the office of the clerk of Council Sat urday morning. 
The envelope remaine(1 scaled until yestenlay at 6:10 P. :'I\. when Council
man '·z" called :\1 r. D .. clerk of Coullcil, and inst ructed him to open the 
envelope. remove the contents. which were the onster proceedings. and to 
put them all the regular schedule of Council. 

In addition to the move to oust :'llr. Edy. Counci lnlrln '·z·· had an 
accompanying- resol ution propO!ling to name Mr. S. as city manager and 
to pay him $GOO a mon th. :'Il r. &ty receives $ 1.000 a mouth. 

Counci lman ··z" was !lea ted in the outer office of the COllncil chamber 
when it fi rst hecame known he wou ld int rod uce the ouster move at the 
meeting. 

!\ewspaper reporters approached Councilman "Z" to learn the reasons 
for introduction of the legislation and were told the following: 

''I'd like to see a change 0 11 general principles," COttnci lmall "Z" 
sai{!. " I 'd like to see some local man who kllOws the needs of TolC(lo amI 
one who has some tact. 

·' 1 have the right to put such legislation in just the S<lmc as an)' other 
councilman has, ·· Councilman ·· Z'· continued. ··\Vhethcr it carries or not 
is another question." 

After making his first announcement. Councilman ;·Z·' again c:llled 
newspapermen and said. '·This has nothillg to do with the City i\ lanagcr 
form of g"overtltllent. nor wi ll 1 do anything against the City }lanager 
form of govertlment~J am for it \lllt il it is proved UtlSOtltl(1." 

T ension Noted 

Councilman "Z'· and other members of Coulicil then took their 
places in the chamber and there was an intimation that "something- was 
in the air. " 
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Councilman "Z" asked the \[ayor if the Committee of the \Vho1c 
would meet after the C011ncil scssion , The ~da\'or said a mceting conl el 
be called if there was legislation to consider. 

\ I f. Ed)" seated at his regular desk in the chamber, remained calm 
t11rougllOllt these preliminary 111-oves, puffing at his pipe. 

lllr. D. then read the title of Councilman "2".<' legislation proposing 
the ouster of i'llr. Eel}', 

Councilman "A" was the first to question the parliamentary procedure 
t:nder which lhe resolutions were placed before Counci l for discussion. 

"\VhC11 were these resolutions tiled wilh the Clerk of Counci l ? . 
CO\lllcil lnan "A" asked, 

\rr. D. explained Conncilman "l" appeared in the clerk's office 
Saturday morning with a sealed envelope. Mr. D. added that Counci lman 
"l" asked that the contents of the envdope be maintained inviolate in the 
envelope until he (Councilman " 7:" ) decided whether or not they would 
be placed on the Council calendar. 

"Councilman 'Z' callcd me today (? ... fonday) at 6 :10 P. \L and 
T opened the envelope at that time upon his order ami placed the resolutions 
on Connci]"s calendar for lhe evening." ?lh. D. cxplai ned . 

I nterest Is Pondered 

"T his is a very unusual procedure and T cannot \\nderstand why the 
resolutions are before Council," Councilmall "A" contin\\ed. " f can't 
understand what business it is of Coullcil if a sealed envelope is filed 
there is nothing here legally filed according- to the ru les of Coullci L" 

"\Vhere was the press- wasll't any question raiscel by the report('l"S
didn't any newspaper representati\,cs <lsk to see what legislation was fi1c:d 
for COllI1Cil?" Coullcilman " A" asked of lI ll". D, 

"f bel ieve P. G. of ThO? Blade did ask to see what legislation had been 
fiJed," \[ r . D . said. "T did not show him the scaled envelope as it was not 
on file to be put on the calendar." 

Holds Rules Obse rved 

" The envelope itself llle,1I1S nothing," Counci lman "'/:"' saiel when he 
took tIle Aoor ag-ain . .. It was filed according to the rules of Council . 
Saturday before 11 A. \1. It was at my rC'lllest that it was not opened and 
1 had my reason. 1 didn't know at the ti me whether )'lr. S. wOlllel accept 
the post of Citv .\lanagel". Since that time 1 klve seen him and T have 
his assurance that he wil l. 

"Th is was filed Saturday and put on the calendar today (\Ionday) 
according to Councii"s rules. At least it wil1 get OIle vot e. You have the 
right to vote against it or not as you please. Both resolutions were in the 
sealed envelope and they were stampee] received Saturday by the clerk." 

Councilman "A " renewed his questioning of Jl'lr. D. about the envelope 
and agaiu asked if newspapermen had gone through the legislation . 
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""I think ]\Jr. C . WC!1t throug-h tIle legislation 0 11 file. but the seal ed 
envelope was 1101 ;n with the rcst~it had been laic1 aside at Councilman 
'[5' rcqucst. '· :'dr. U. declared. 

"J contend there has been 110 legislat ion fil ed with Counci l as of 
Satu rday noon in accordance wit h the ru les o f CO\lllcil," Cou ncilman "A" 
insisted: "Therefore, 1 move that the legislation be taken from the 
COl1lmittee o f the Wholc~ratl1 c r r move that th e legislation cannot be 
received by Coullci l without the consent of the bo{ly by vOle." 

"This is jt1S1 a subterfuge to becloud the i ~suc ." Councilll1an "[' 
charged. " \Ve c.m determine IIO W in Council if a majorit), wa nts to act. 
To aHempt to si dctrac1: this at th is lillie is 1101 proper and I claim that I 
asked the clerk how late T coul(1 J1otifl' Ili m to withdraw thc resolutions 
and now I believe these should have act'ion of Council either for or agai nst 
the lcgislation," 

Assail s Use of Delay 

" I think .\'OU arc altempt in.l.:" to hide beh im\ a bushel basket:' Council
man ,·z '· sai d to Councilman "1\", 

·'Rather. I would say that you are attempting- to hide behind a scaled 
envc\ope." Councilman "A" replied. 

Coun ci lman "Z"' interrupt ell at this point to declare to Counci lman 
""". " YOll would have liked to have had this resolution Saturdav, Y0l1 
wou ld have been happy to have had Sunday <Ind tIle intervening" t!:lys for 
an opportunity to attempt to block thi s matter. " (NOTE-This was the 
mOSt hra1.cn utterance made in fon r yea rs, in face of direct rC(luirements 
of COllnei l rules.) 

Cou l1ei hnal1 "r\ " (l ecla re!1 legi slat ion as important as this shol1ld 
have been before tile public and that he or any other councilman should 
ha\'c becn g-i ven an opportunity to discuss it with the public. 

At th is poi nt Councilman "A" asked for a ntling from the Law 
Department with an interpretation of Counci l's rul es to ascertain wbether 
the legislati on was prope rly fi led amI eame up for action in regular 
parliamentary action, 

R O. ~r. . Jr., assistant laW director . read Council's rules rer[lliritlg" 
that legis lation for action by Cmmeil 0 11 ?.,.Ionday hl.: filed with the clerk 
before lloon 011 the preceding Satmday. 

" [7"1'0111 th e intent of this n 1l e I do not believe Coun cilman L:'s legis
latioll was fi ler! properly," :'.Ir. ~r. ruled, 

"\Vel!. you're a chip off lhe old block-what is the decision of the 
chair, then ."' COl1ncilman " Z" asked. 

" ~Iy decision is that the le~is lation was Ilot filed Saturday, as to fi le 
leg-isla tioll mean s to have it 0 11 fi le with the cl erk and to have publi..: 
notice of th is," the !\[ayor ruled. 

"Then T appeal from the decision of the chair and ask a vote on my 
appeal ," Councill11an "Z" declared . 
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Vi ce Mayor on Vacati on 

There was sil ence in the chamber when th e "\[a\"or finall\" asked that 
the roll of Council be called to ascertain wh ether the chair'; ruling that 
the Iq::-islatioll was improperly filed should be sustained, 

The Vice "\layor was absent from the meeting on a vacation trip. 
e. D., deputy city clerk. called the name of Coun cilman "X" and the 
latter voted against sustain ing the }.]ayor·s ruling ami in effcct fo r imilledi
<lte action on the Ollster proceedings. He was· foll owed by Councilman 
·· A" and '-r .. who voted Lo sl1!l"tain the 1hyor. 

Councilman .. Y" joined Councilman ··X " in voting against t he ?I ra yor's 
ruling alld many were surpri sed when Counci lman "D" voted simil arly. 
Councilman ·'K' voted against the chair and the ~ra)'or vQTed to sustain 
the chair's ruling-. 

Councilman "/':,. voted against the chair and the total thell showed 
five to overrule and th ree to sustain the ruli ng of thc chair. 

Councilman "D" then took the floo r ami said he wished to change 
his vote. 

' . j fe el legisla tion as important as thi s should have the cOllsi(leration 
of the entire Counci l and not on a night sneh as this when all are not 
present," Councilman ;'D" said . He added lhat he wished to vote to 
stlstain the chair's decision . 

After his explanation the clerk changed COl1ncilman D's vote to 
sustain the chair's r uling. T his resulted in a tic vote with Councilman 
"X·', "Y", '·E·' and "2·" voting against the chair's ruling. 

The :\ [a vor under Council's rilles decided that Counci lman Z ·s nl<Jtion 
appealing from the chair's (lecision was lost on a t ie . 

Councilman "E" asked t hat hi s yote be changed and on t he official 
record of the clerk Councilman ·'Z's·' motion appeal ing from the chair·s 
ruling lost with three affirmative voles and fivc negative votes." 

A news item can now be given, altholtgh about a year a nd a half after 
the event transpired. and it is the first time tha t it has been g iven to the 
public of Toledo : hut it is a part of th is last chapter in th e "r,ig- Shot's" 
personally conducted battle. 

He danlled that he withheld the envelope fro111 the public and the 
press because he hadn't obtained a defin ite answer from t he man he was 
nominaling. The fact is. he had filed that same or si milar resol uti on in 
a similar lelter in a sealed envelope one week before, b\\ t fo r some reason 
had withd rawn it from the clerk and filed it Satnrday morning of the 
same week. An interesting development in that thrilling Council - :\[anager 
crisis a nd now diselosed for the first time because it belongs here as a part 
of t he fu l1 history. 

The week following the introduction by Cotlllcilman ;'Z ·· of the ordi
nance, the resol uti on to discharge City "),Janager E d), was filed again 
with radio broadcasts by Conncilman "Z", cditorials by the newspapers. 
lette rs from organizations and individuals to all C01.111cill11en, and a general 
lin ing-up of all forces. 

7 

• 



Tile Historical Societ'y 

The day of the meeting- at which Cou ncil would pa55 on these reso
l11tio11s, saw a spontalH:ou5 upri sin,g of citizens-numbering 1110re Ihan 
one thousand-stormi ng- the Cit), !Tall to voice tllei!' protest against the 
resoluti ons, The finest compliment 1 heard came frolll a lw.rd-boilcd, 
seasoned , expe ri enced City Hall reporte r, who said: 

·,It is only an ideal in government that could cver get a crowd of 
enraged and aroused , fig-hting cili7:cnry of the highest lype-llLUllbcring 
!I1orc than one thousand-to come lO Council wi th a determination to sto]> 
the encmy. These people a rc here because it's their bahy thai is being 
~ttackcd." 

How tru e, how accurate. and how exceedingly compl imentary to the 
cilixcns of T oledo was this observation of the reportcr. 

Whell thi s meeting' fi nally was called there was considerable jockeying 
between lca<lcrs of both sides, and then speeches from many prominent 
cit i zen .~ and from Cou11cil111an "Z·'. 

Dciore the final VOle was taken all the resolntions of Councilman "Z", 
Councilman ".-\." sUg'gcsted tl13t City ~!allager J oh n N. Ed)" as the lllan 
most concerned in the whole matter, ShOll1d he invited bv Counci l to make 
a statement. This was agreed to : and the following ~xcerpts from his 
extemporaneol1s remarks arc here set Ollt bec:au~e it contains a message on 
the relationship o f a city manager and a council, and bccausc it was given 
during th e stress aud strain o f an attack: 

Mr, Edy Rev iew s His Rel ations with Council 

"1 am a little uncertain as to ju~t whalmy ]>ositio11 is or ought to he 
today. T he Charter <loesn't prol'ide a great deal of opportunity for 
a Cit\' ?l lanager to defel1<l himself before he is removed from office. I have 
al\\,<I)'s hoped and have always endeavored in my relations with any cOllllcil 
J have workcd for, and that has been true of my thoughts here. that the 
relationship would be so nll1tl1all y respectfl1l. so 111uch on a basis of con
fidence aIHI fairness and fr'al1kness and good will. that at any time a 
majority oi the 111el1lhns of the governing bod,l' didn't want me 10 act 
as :\Iallager thel' \\'ou ld say so. 1 know no ~ranag'er \\'110 wants to hold 
office against the desires of his goverlling' body. He would be jl1~t silly 
if he tried 10. Cerwi nl y 1 would h;\\'e no desire to do that. 

"Whnt J sha ll sa l' now is nOt a deiense, the kind of a defcnse which 
l11ig-ht he nece~sary fo~ the :'I lanag-er to make ill event of a public hearing 
on charges. I don 't knoll' o f any charges that have been filed. 1 haye 
110t Iistencd to Mr. Thacher's radio addresses, I hal'e had somc news
paper comments on them. and some knoll'ledg-e of them. 1 have read, 
1 have g-OllC o\'cr in 111~' 0\\'11 mind. as I think perhaps I would be expected 
to do. just what they meant. ]n g-clleral it has seemed ·to me that cri ticisms 
were directed again~t nets which were acts of Council. T'Jowever. ever 
since 1 have been in T oledo T hal'e been impressed with the fact that 
pard,l' because of the newness of this offi ce called the City :\Ianag'er. partl~' 
perhaps became the people were looking for a 1l01l-f)Qlitical governmental 
leader, there hal'e been theories or assu11lptions attached to the office of 

8 
• 



of Norfhwestcm Ollio 

City l\lanager which are really outside the law. The :'Ilanager (lacs lIot 
"conduct the Ci ty." I woul(l ll 't serve ally city in this world for all the 
money in the world if 1 had to aSSlIme responsi bility for "conducling the 
City." In our form o f governlllC11l we don'! have Ihat kind of rcsponsi
biliiy vested in any onc person. J have always said and 1 say to this 
Conllcil now, this is the g"Overning body of the City. \Vhat it (loc5 de
lermines the characle r of the government, inclnding the policies and the 
cha racter of the admini:;tration, 

' ·?-Jow it is tnte, and importantly tme I think, ti l a! the Ci ty ·"!anager 
is set in this governmcntal picture to be selected by th e Council, to act 
as the City's chief execu tive officer , and to make eff ective the policies and 
.legislation which the Council adopts, h is also importantly truc that the 
CilY !\tanager is commanded by Charter to submit to COl1llcil whatever 
recommendation his intimate connections with day by day activities of 
the public indicate that the Coullcil ought to have before them. 

I have never hesitated to make an\' recommendations to thi s Council 
or to all\' one of the other three which- I have served and J would never 
abrogah!' my right to do so. 1 WOl1ldn't attempt to hold offiee five ll1il1l1tes 
if I had any restrictions placed upon my right of recotllmendat ion. On 
the other hand, 1 wouldn't aHempl to servc in this job called the " Ci ty 
:'I lanager o f Toledo·· if I di(ln't ha\'e confi(1cnce that , having made a 
rec01llmen(lation which the Council adopts, the Counci l thcn would defend 
that action as its own policy, 

It is my job. as long as r :UI1 Ci t)' .\Ianager, to submit to the Coum:i] 
a budget estimate. or other throughom-the-year recommendations fo r 
appropriati ons, And I do il : and I ha\'c said 10 the Council on a number 
of occasions, "\Vhencver I have any matter !O put IIp to YOll, l ' l! pllt it up : 
and T"ll pllt it up just a ,~ logically and jl1~t as forcefull y as T can. If yon 
turn it down. then I'm just as loyall.l· for that policy which yO\l determine 
by rejecting 111.1' recom111endat ions, as 1 wou ld be towa rd the policy which 
)'011 would adopt by adopti ng my recommendation s. 

"I subn lir the appropriiltiol1 ordinances. \ore spend tim e Oil the 
lmdg-et. The final responsibility. however, for the amount of money that 
is spent, Ihe broad pl1rpOSl's iOT which that mOllcy is spent. the distrilmtioll 
of fUll(l s in the bl1lk as between the \·arious activities of the City Gove rn
ment: that responsibility must actmlly he the COllnciJ"s hecan se the 
Cou llcil represents the people (jnd the Cil .I' i\lanager tloes not. j tl link 
it is a mistake if the people in Tole(lo havc the i(lea that he is fI1lll1ing- the 
govcrnment. I think it isn·t fair to Ihe people, it isn·t fair to the Cou ncil. 
and I am \'er,I' sure Ih<lt it isn't fair to the ). Ianager. 

"As 1 sairl in the hegi nning" f am at a loss to knoll' just what m)' 
position is. r am goi ng" to ~ily thi~ \·cry frankly to members of the 
Coullcil- there have h('('11 a Ilumber of occasicms wilen r have reg-relted 
deeply that we (li<1I1 't seem to be quite on the basis . th e working basis, 
Ihat was most helpful. \\'11ether I have been offish in 111)' attitude, I don't 
knOll". I would reg-ret it if T lmd. I reOlli %.e perhaps hetter th an anyhody 
else in this room that a city 111i\nitg-er can·t succeed \In less he and the 
COUTlcil team loge-ther, I realize 1 g"uess as well as anybody in thi s cmllllry 
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that city manager governl11elll can 't succeed with bickering and haggling 
between the manager and the council. And, of course, that fact is built 
into our charler. 1 have becn grateful fo r the co-operation which this 
CO\lncil lIas given 111C, I have attcl11pted to deal with <111 members on the 
same open and frank basis, If r a1l1 per1l1itted to cont inue, I shall continue 
to do that. If this Council doesn't want 111e here, I sha ll be very happy 
to find some other employment:' 

rinally. C0\111cil was rcad~' to vote on the resolutions of Councilman 
"Z" and the rol l was called . which resu lted in se ven votes against t he 
resolutions amI two for the resolutions, Cm1l1ci lman "Z" was supported 
by Councilman '·X". 

Thus cnded the effort of the "l3ig ShOt"-lhc I11Hli spUlCIl leader of 
a ll attacks on COl1ncil-l\ Janagcr govern mcnt <111(1 Cit.\' l\ lanager Ed,I', 

Coullcil-:'ITanager go\'{'rn1l1cnt and John N. Eely, except for constan t 
heckli n,!! :mel minor attacks hI' the enelln-. now went on to the end of the 
fOl1rth ~'ea r intact. The voters o f Tolc{io had determincd to have a good 
try at Coul1eil-:'lanager ,C:"overn11lcnt and , when called to fig-ht for it. had 
responded in stich a manner a$ to restore confidence in democratic pro
cesses in loca l governmcnt. 

ror four years T oledo had a government by principles, by law: and 
its charter-the people's wi ll-was a living thing, It actually was the 
fundamental guide to operati on of governmcnt. For these fonf years, 
at least T oledo was ruled by la w- llot by 111Cll. 

A pa ttern for good government. responsive governTllent, honest and 
efficient g'Overnmcnt was made, The citi:r.CllS looked n]>ol1 it and pro-
1101111Ced it good . and they fel t ('Oll1foriablc in the COllVictiol1 that self
gOI'e rnmellt cottld be made to succeed , 

Two o f the active defenders o f COHncil·\['anager government f0l1n(1 
it necessaT\' to decli ne to TUn for re·election for a third term. That fact, 
and hecause an attractive offer with civil service sta11(ling in federal 
service of great scope was offercd to J ohn :-.J, Ed),. ('it,l' managcr. 11C 
resigned lIS City i\lanager in the latter part of th e fourth ycar and 
accepted silch fe(leral post. 

Before the new CO\ll1cil was {'kctecl and qualified. the old Council 
chose a successor to John N. Edy. They chose George 1\. Schoonmaker. 
water works engineer ilnd former service director, and considered by all 
as the most (jllalifie{1 local man , 

A m'w election of nine man cou ncil resulted in four endorsed bv the 
Cit)' 'Ta nager Leaguc. and five not so endorsed. llowever. in Jalltla ry, 
19-W--whel1 CO\ltlcil o!'g"ani:r.ed. they chose a~ l11a.\"ol' o ll e of those who 
had been vice mayor for two previous terms and always cndorsed by the 
City :'lanager League. His election as mayor was a distinct victory for 
the forces of good ~overnment. 

One of the first acts of the !lew Ci ty :'fanager. whi le still serving 
as a temporary appointee in the last months of the fourth year. was to 
appoint a former councilman as safety (lireetor. T his appointment also 
was a local 111al1. who was dcemed by press and puhlic as especially 
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qualified . He enjoyed the confHlence of al l classes of citizens. Jolm:\ . 
Ed)' had served as City .\fanager and Safety Directur unti l t he courts, 
in a test case . denied him a\1l horit." to so serve leg-ally. 

\Vhat t he h ist01"l" of tI'e nCAt few years in local g-ove rnm ellt will 
bring to Toledo r eln,;i n ~ to Ix: seen. T i,;lC alone lVil l lell whether local 
gOyernnKnt in Toledo reilla ins at a high ieycl. or \y hether it wi ll. through 
apatl ll·. through complacency, tIl rough neglect of her citizens. slip hack 
into a government of patronagc, spoils. and yiel(ling" to p ressu re groups. 
]'m incl ined to faith in T oledo and he r citizens . awl feel that not for long 
will they tolerate any hack\\'anl steps from fOllr yea rs gains in CoO(l Local 
Govemmenl. 

By 110 means do T want to give the illlpression that the CO\lncil
.\Tanager g-o\'ernment from 1936 to 1940 had only problems and attacks . 
r ind icated in th is brief history only a few- ho'ping that the kind and 
character of t il e fights . attacks and their solutions would be helpful to 
the fie ld. 

Sow. as to a very hrief enumeration of some of the favorab le resu lts: 

Results of the City Manager- Small Council-Administr at ion 

1936·1940 

F i l·~t in tile accomplishments of the p resent council was the selection 
of )01111 \. Edv as ci ty manager. l'rior to h is COining to Toledo. )ohn 
S. E(h' was known as one of the g reat cily managers and admin istrators 
of the Cotllltf\' . His fi r st term in Toledo lIas not d imlllc(1 th e 1l1stre of Ihat 
reputation . and i\ has bro11ght 10 the attcn tion of the cOl1l1try Toledo's 
stable government and tile replltatioll of being one oi tIl e best governed 
cities in America . 

1. A non· p.1r(isall govcrnlllcnt of integrib ' and capaci ty with a cih'-
wide viewpoint. . . 

2. Cent ralizer] admi nist rati ve aUlhority and fixed responsi bi lity to (leal 
wit h many critical problems. 

3. Xew incent ive fo r more efficient serv ice for city employe~ . tllrOllgh 
extension of merit system of alival1Cement. restoration of basic pa.l· 
and elimi nation of political spoils system. 

4. Balanced hudget wi th current operation Wi(\ lill income and red uced 
inlerest rates on old iIl(lehteci ncss . 

.) . Rcjlll"Cnaiion of worn-ont pohce . fi re. and other service eqllipnlent, 
rcopen ing many closer! fire ~tations, repairs of 11I1Sa fe bridges. elc . 

G. Tmprovcd serv ice at re(lllced cost in garbage collectioll. stn~et cleaning 
and other departmen ts. 

7. :, l()(lernized pu rchas11lg systelli . open to allllidders. with standardized 
~pec i ficat i ol l s. for g reater retu rn on eyery tax doll ar. 

8 . Suhstitution of city-ownclltrucks . el im inati ng spoi ls system of ]Kl~' i ng 
political debts with privatel.l· m\"lwd tmck colltracts. 

9 . ", rodest improveme1ll program for Tole(]o's streets . sewers. a irport. 
lI" ith greatest possible ll se of \\' 1"':\ fede r al assistance. 
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10. Dircct and ind ire<:t contribution to veacciul settlemcnt of indw;tri al 
labor disputes through the Peace Board and personal confercnces. 

11. $3,600,000 "\[ortg-age Revenue Bond Issue passed by the peoplc by 
a vote of approximately fj\'e to onc. 

12. ~Iany major improvcmeTlts SUd1 as $9.500.{)(X) La ke Water Project. 
Airport, n ridges, Zoo Dllikl ing"s. Anthony \Vayne i1011Ie\'anl, etc, 

13. Won the con fidence of the nation, throug-h great pul:licity. that T oledo 
had a stable for lll of government and that it enj oyed the confidence 
of its citizens. 

14, This coufidencc of Toledo's citizens was manifested by the votc of 
the peopl e in three special elect ions. I n each of ~uch speci al elections 
the form of gove rnment or John :-\ . Ed)". cit)' 11111 1lager. was the issue. 
Yet the sl1cce.<.s ive majorities fo r good government were: 

5.215 in 1934 
9,216 ill 1935 

17,82-l in 1937 

Guide P ost s in Local Go vernme nt 

In my four years servicc ill COl1ncil·:\ lanager g-overnl1lent certain 
observations, truth~ and principles became indelibly fixed in my l11im1. 
They arc as g-uide posts to good local govcl"1l11lent. 

1. The continuance o f 0I1r democratic lind tradi tional ."\mcrican ior1ll of 
government is dependent on the t'xi stencc of virile an(1 efficient local 
units. 

2, F inancia l solvency is esscntial to local freedom. Lrn:al go\'ernmcnts 
cannot hope 10 be free while financ ially dependent. 

3. L.ocaJ govern men t in the L'nitcd S tates is trad iti onally a rcprcsclI/n/i;:T 
g-overnl11cnt- not a pure democracy-where evcry decision is made 
h.\· the entire people. Balls and st rikes are called by the umpire and 
not IJ\' the "fans." 

4. (;()()(I government cOll5ists in pro1l1ptly and effectively tran .<.!atilli! 
public opinion into governmental action and that is best which pro
vides t hi~ servi ce most expediti ously and least expensively. (W hat 
docs public opinion in T oledo tod,l), want of its governmcnt?) 

.). "The city manager plan is the best lhat has yet been devised fo r 
American cities, alld the 0 11C most in harmony with the .<.pirit of om 
instituli ons ."-A. Lmt'rclI(C LQ.,'I'/I. president emeritus, Ila rvanl 
L'nivcrsity. 

6. If sm:h delegations of function lellll to weaken the interest of the 
ordinary citizen in his city's affa irs-thcll a good form of g-overn1l1cnt 
is incomplete and needs a furth er ind ispensable element. What is it? 

7. Dr, \Vinslow of Balt imore speaks of "militanl civic s\\ppo rt " as a 
necessily for thc succes.<. of th e city manager government. 

8. T contend that "mili tant civic su pport" has more to do with il than 
the particular organization throt1gh which loca l govern ment operates. 
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9. Tn T oledo there has been and probaU.,· always will be- a cOlll1iel 
betwL"C ll th ose who wo\\ld spend and those who h;\ve to pay. T l' e 
most C01111 110 n fo rm of lhat conflict is "t ax levy" submitted to thi.' 
vote o f the people. 

10. 

I\. 

12. 

13. 

15. 

16 . 

,J. 

18. 

It is my belief that C\'ery commu nity in the conntry should have 
a well qualified agency interested and relied a ll to resol ve such COIl-
Aiel on the hasis of carefu l and impartial analysis nf facts. to the 
end th at all may be wcll served. 

"The fac t finding- agcncy is fund amcntal and l\cct'ssary hccall~e 
without it. independent opinion lacks the materia l for solid jlldg

ment.·'-IValla LiPl'lI/tllIlI. 

Politics is what yOl1 make it-a game of sh arp wits to serve the 
selfish int erest of th e politi cian s and th eir cli eill s, or the science of 
governm cnt for commun ity service and the welfare of <Ill th e people. 
Government. both in its organizati on and its services. is becoming 
morc and 1I10re complex and technica l. It 111\1St. therefore. be in-
terpreted to the general pu blic by those who a rc endowed with specia l 
competency. 

Government is beC01ni Tlg' Illore and more expensive. As servi ces 
expand thc tax burilen lI'ill rise c"en 111ore. These circum~tam:e~ 
contribute to the need of "Economy and Efficiency" as ne,'er before. 

T he phra~e "Economy ami Efficiency" was fir st used b~' a resea rch 
bureau and has becn its lodc-sta r cwr si nce. E(lcll da\' thai Toil'(/ o 
goes "illlolli (/ cili::clIs IC(lg!l 1' and r(!S('nrcli lmrclIlI-i,f cinc IIralh.\'. 

. \lllong- de1lloc racy's perils is the ~ro\\'i!lR teut!cncy to make and 
enforce law!' (1clllamlcd by powerfu l organizat ions that arc highl.l· 
or~ani zed politically and know how to g-et pu l;]ic henefits fo r their 
0\\"11 ad\,antal!c. lu a modcst war the Toledo Citi;,:cl1s League is 
Ol1e pressure g- roup Ilee(kd for <ldeuse of the average citi;.:en from 
polit ica l chi ~eling <ll,d cll icancry. 11 av inR no selfi sh inte rest to scrvc
sllch kng:l1c represe llt ~ oull" its 1l](.'1l1lJers and fri ends who believe in 
a square de;d for all l'i tizens <lnd taxpaye rs. 
r _oca l g-Qvcrtl1llents ti t:l.t c;llIum pay their dehts or pay fo r local serviccs 
\\'il1 lInd thelllsch'es subject \0 the will of their credi tors- the cottrt!' 
o r the state g-overnmc11I . Fiscal independcncc can he lost b.l· over
borrowing'. by li vin g- bCyflt1( j our IllCa l\ S an d h,l' soliciting IIc1p frOll l 
snperior g-o\·crlllllents. 

Your charter is a ba lanccd instrument o f good g"overnment. 170r 
rcasonabl.\· smooth and successfu l opef<ltion it rC(lllires: 

A. ..\11 alert atHl politically wise citizenship ag-grcssively SI1P
port ing. defend ing' C1nd preserving the principles of th e 
City Chart cr. 

n. .\ conncil composed of elective representatives of the peoplc 
mill H·flo a'/1II1 I lle pla/l 10 sIICf('l'd. 

C. .'\ manager o f Integrity and administ rative capacily who 
knows hi .. function and enj oys the opportunity to pe rform it. 
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19. J n a (]ellloc racy the m;) 11I1 (" r in which elected offi cials soh'e thei r 
g-o\'eflllllental problems is of J,! reat importance because superior in 
power ami their joint will is final. :\Iany sound. constructive plans 
of legislative bodies have heen smothered because opposed by hostile 
organi zed minori ties and QUailS, of /lle APa/lly of 1111' .1{ajeri!.". 

20. The big-h cost of good ~overnIIlCI1t is not nearly as alarming as the 
hi Erh cost of bad governmcnt. 

Co nclu s ion 

As the L-nitel1 States is appro-.chi ng- Constitution \\'L-'(!k, I _cannot 
th ink o f a 1I10re fitti ng and proper concl usion than this Citizensh ip Creed. 
Read it atlll the Constitut ion o f the C niled States-again and agai n. 
Let ooth work their magic upon you r mind and hearl-when all frcc 
people arc th inking of thei r preservation. 

nedic~He yourself ancw to vital, ctTecti\'e and responsible C lTIZEX
SI TTP. 

Our Citizenship Creed 

I . 1 am living under a goveflln ltC lll- anc1 am myself a part of s\lch 
gOVCf1\111cTlt- wherein at k ast an elementary knowlcclge of the naltlre 
and print.:iples of th is Government I11l1st be ge nerally diffused among 
the gTcat mass of its cit izens. I therefore belic\-c it to be IllV <lu tv 
to inform nn'self on !\l11crican historv. the foundatiom of ou-r 
( ;oveI'1l11lent as embodiecl in the 1;lIi t('d 'States Constitution. and the 
application of the principles therein containcd to present-day prohlems. 

2_ Since Ollrs is a government o f. for, and by the people, it is by the 
vcry same token a govcrnl1lent of and h_I' puUic opi nion. It is. there
fore. my duty as a gwxl American citizen to help form p\lblic opinion 
in the com111unity in whi eb I li ve in order that all citizens may hold 
int elligellt, just. and humane vi ews on !-!uvernlllcnt qu estions and 
end eavor to have sllch \'icw~ cmbod ied in our laws. 

3. Since popular RO\'erllll1Cnt is ~hapc(1 in the firs t instan cc hy the 
exercise o f suffrage. it is one of Illy primary chlt ies as a good 
American ci tizen to cast 111 1' 1),1 \101 in all local. state al1(1 national 
elections and to urge my fciiow-citizens to do the sallle. 

4_ Si nce 011 1';; is --a government o f I:l ws and not of 111en:' and since a ll 
orderl." ~overn1l1ellt can ex ist only throuRh laws justly administered 
;\11(1 impa rtially enforced. I decla re it to be my duty as a g-ood ci tizen 
to serve as a juror whenever ~ u1l\rnoned . and to II~e 111.1' in fl uence 
in every proper \\'ay to the end tha t lawyers. judges ami j uror~ so 
conduct the administrati on o f j\\stic(' as to en title the Jaw and the 
court s to popu lar approval and ~ lIppo rt. 

5. 1 believe that \\T American s have the best government tlwt has 
ever heen created-the freest and the 1110St just for all the people
and th:lI it is my dllt y to I1phol{1 and de fend this GOI'eT11I IlCnl at 
all ti llles. I helieve that just as the "\finule\lan of the Re\'olut ion" 
\\-ns ready IlpOIi a 1I10ment's lIotice to defcnd his rig:hts aRa inst foreign 

14 



of .VortitH'ej"/ent Ohio 

usurpation. it is my duty as a patri oti c American to be a "'I l iTl ute 
:'Ifan of the Constitution." ready at all ti mes to dciend the long
estabhshed and cherished instit utions o f OUl" Governn le nt aga inst 
attacks. eitller fr om within or withottt. and to do my part in preservi ng 
the blessin!.':s of jihert\· for whic11 111\' Revolutionan' forefat hers 
fought and dicd.· . . 

0. r beli eve that as a good American citizen I lllust maintain eontin l1011s1y 
a civic eO I1 ~CiO \l sneSS and con science: that nw conntn' lleeds 1111" active 
scn" \ee in times o f peace no less tban in wa r': that p'atriotislll ;llllSt be 
a constituent pa rt of Illy rel igi on: that no p rouder boast can elilanate 
from Ill y lips than truly to declare. "1 alll an American citizen:' and 
that as an ;\merican citizen the COllst;ttltion of the C"ni ted States 
ou ght to be as actual a part of my life and of Illy religion as the 
Sermon on the 'Ifo t1 nt. 

Note 

: \gaill let me state ihat th is brief and somewhat rambling aCCOllnt of 
onl_I' a few incirlen ts i11l'olving- the human side of a fOllr year adventure 
in Good Government- is offered solely in the hope of helpi ng those who 
also comelll plale su ch adventure. 

A .\lWA· n. COlI" 

THE O HI O H ISTORY DAY ASSOCIATION 

The jll'enty-eighth Annmtl CclcLratiotl sponsored bl' the Oh io History 
Dal Association lI" ill Le held at the 1..0gall El m Park. south of Circlel'ilk. 
Oll·io. Sl1l1d;\\" . Octobe r G. l Sl40. at 2 I'. :II. ::'Ir. 101m I: Carlisle ot" COl l1111-
b11s. 0 1110. I\:ill preside. The ailrlrcss is to be ':The Spirit of t ll c Inrlial1." · 
b.l- Cl li e{ \\'iTT TT cshick. II'ho is a full-bl ood Wittnebag'o. a g-rad l1 at t' o f 
Carlisle. Lebanon \ 'allc I" aTT d PeTi n S tate Colle!.':es. and \\ '01"](1 \\ 'ar veteran . 
l ie also accoillpanie{l . '(li lli ral Richard Ih'rd'oll his second expedition to 
the t\ TT tarct ic ill lSl33 . 1[011 laTlles Carfield ~te\\'art. mal'or oj C incinnati. 
()llio. \\"ill add ress t Il e <l udil: llCC on "The Spirit o j A.llierican ism ." · 'I rrs . 
Howa rd Jones of Ci rclevill e \s president of the as~ori at i o ll, T ile park is 
ahout SCyell miles so t1 th of Ci rc1C' \'\ I1e . east o f RotHe 23 abou t aile mile. 
- ,\/IISCI(III P.cho("s. 

M-l-0 

,\I embers and frien ds of the Soriell' are herel )1 rem inded that the 
::' l ic11igaTl -India na-Ul lio :,luseul1ls ,\ssnciation ann ual illeetJng-. wi ll be Ileld 
in T okdo. on October 18 and 19. with the Toledo 'I1 t1se\\l1l of :-\rt act ing
as host, and wilh an excellent and varierl program. '\ ot only museUII \ 
II'orkcrs bl1 t all who are interested in lllllSet1lll S. \\'ill find much of value ill 
til e confe rence, Further details mav be had ti Jr()1 tgh inquir l" at the 
:'Iluseulll. eit ll er by telephone or lctte~.-.llIlSCIlI!l Echoes, . 
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THE NEW T OLEDO PU BLIC LIBRARY 

I \ decorative l11e(I .. 11i oll ill th e terralZO tl oor o f tIlt! c("ntral hall of 
Toledo's new Puhlic I .ihra n" hears thili inscript ion, '"Toledo I 'l1hl ic I.ihran· 
Founded 1838-0hio's Fir-;n Free Public l.ibrar.'·... . 

The librar\" tht1s fm mded 1110r e than 100 years a~o hilS become more 
than a repository of books. The scope of its sen'i~e to thc puhlic has 
constantl\' ,,-i(\(,l1c(1 and of late \·ear~ has vcrI' cvidcnlh· Ot1t~ro\\"n the 
iaci liti es ·provided b.l· th e old h·~:-cl ad lmi ld ing: at .\ lad ison .\ ·\'ellllc and 
Ontario Street with whidl g-cilerations of Toledo people have made a 
frie ndly acquaintance. 

Tn erect in.'!" th is new home for ·"Thc l'eop1e·s L·n i \'er~ it\· "· whi ch h a~ 
heen accomplished at the lowcst cost per cubic foot of all)" siinilar ImilJing
rccenth' erected in the L"llitcd States, the Hoard of T rustce:;; has not 
!> I ri\"ell~ ho\\"cvcr . for cconolll.v alone. T he obj cctive h a~ lK"{' ll 10 gi l C to 
the people of Toledo fully adequate housing for their OWI1 i'll"aluahle book 
col!o.:ctiol l, Ihe ll~C of which has itlC1"{'a~CfI on:r 23'fi in the l)ilst tcn years . 

. -\s Ikujall1iu Franklin. Ihl' founder nf thc j-ir~1 pl1hlic l .ihrary in 
.\mcrica. said- ·'.III 111~csf!llI'lIf ill A'I/O'i,if'dgr Puys ffle /Jesf Di~idI'JHf.~r 

Thc !"Ioar!! of l .i 1>rar}" Trl1s t ec~ a rc: S igmolld Sanger. r're~ id cll ! : 
Hel1f\· .\. Kno\\"lson. \"ice-I'rl'sidem: 1lel1n· T. l:owcr~. \ Irs. 1-::. F . 
DrIld;:cr . (;l~org-c \\". l'carson. Ca rroll L. I'roctor. [.t. S. \\"{'lIzlill1. Russell 
J. :-;ch l1l1 k i~ Lihra ria n and Secrcta r.I'-Trca ~\1n; r . 
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T he long- recognized need of better housing for a tru ly great collec
tion o f books, monographs, and sou rce material in li terature. technology 
and the liberal arts has now heen met In' the construction of the new 
library bui lding occllpying- the bl ock hottnd~tl hy "\f iehig-an Street. Madison 
A venue, Tenth Street and Adams Stree t. 

T he new library was designed for hoth beauty and genuine usefu lness 
to the public of Toledo and :\orth western O hio, It represents the 1110st 
advanced thought in design and ill servi ce feat ures fo r practical utility. 

It is entirely appropr iate tha t in a bnilding designed to serve Toledo, 
:iberal use is made of Toledo products, a11(1 particularly of glass. so dosel.\· 
identified with Toledo's industrial development. Window spaces run 
through tlVO fl oors of the building. Rows of gla~s blocks surrounding 
the dear central 1)"lles a rc uscd not only for ornament bllt also to diffuse 
the li ,gh t emering the reading rooms, Red and blue structura l glass in 
the vestibule, sUlI-tan vit roli te in th e central hall and glass-blocks on the 
l11ezzanine floor serve functional as well as decorative purposes, 

A beautiful band o f glass murals stretching around Ihe enti re room is 
the fi rst thing that meets the eye o f the visitor entering the cen tral hall 
or COllrl. T hese mural s. a modern adaptati on of the mosai c: method of 
producing' mu rals, depi ct the vario\\s sl1bdivi sions of human knowledge. 
Tnd mlecJ in these a re Lilc ratllfe, llistory, Religion. Art, Music, Philoso
phy. Science, and Commerce. A mirror 111l1ral over the emrancc refl ects 
thc entire theme. Kllowled~e. It is interest ing to know that a ll possible 
sorts of glass in 1110rc than eighty different colors and types were used in 
the development of these 111urals, Sl1n-tan vitroli te has heen \1sed as a 
wainscoti ng for the conrl and all of the huge colu1l1ns are fl uted snll-tan 
glass willi a walnut onyx OOrder. 

:'IIaking a circui t of th e cenlr<l ) hall, the ser vice areas run in thi s 
sequence: technology, husi ness. hiMory and travel, bography. general 
reference, sociolo~y. philosophy and religion, art and ml1sic, li terat ure, 
and fiCl ion , Special conveniences for patrons a re typified by the il1(l ividua l 
study c\1bicles of the vast ly important Icc1l1lology departillent. Here 
research workas engaged in constant exami nations of thc records of 
!'cientific develop11len t may work \1IHJisturbed ,\11(] in complete privacy, 

The Sl1bj Cl~t of Local Hi story and Genealogy has i t~ own service rOO11l 
on th e second fl oor wi th accolllTllodations for special collectiol ls, manu
scr ipts and rare documents dealing with the history of Lucas County and 
:\orthwestern Oh io. inclu(li ng cases for display of historical mate rial . 

O n the second fl oor, too, is tile Chi ldren 's Rool1l, perhaps the mOSt 
beautifu l and certainly one of the most appeali ng in the entire building-, 
with its dark knotty pine wai nscoting'. allracti\'c ( and stu rdy ) maple 
furniture and the altogether charming band of jade structural glass on 
which il re portrayed fa111 0Us scenes from classical works appea1in '! to 
children and sti ll fond I." hdd in memory by the older genera ti on, The 
Parent-T eacher ,Ilcove is fo r helpfu l lllaterinl for guidance of educators 
and parents. while the Story HO\1r Room with its fr ieze of glass murals 
(jealing will, sllbjects from Ae~op's Fahks and "\Iother Goose rh)'mes 
fo rms a perfect setting' for the tellin g o f childrl'll 'S tales by librari ans 
with specia l training and aptitude for engaging the chil{lrcn's interest. 
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On the thi rd tloor is the important Schools Dil'lsiun. T hi." i.<.; the 
hcadql\:l n er~ for the class-room hook collect inn scn-ice tu Toledo ~chOl()ls . 
. \1 the !)cginn ing" of the ."c:IlOlI! ye'lr . lcachers I"isil the Sch()( I~ DiVI5i on 
nntl make Ihl'ir 0 \\"11 ~ckt'[i(lIl of books to he used in loan colh:clillll~ phced 
in class-rooms fur lise during" the ~rh ()()1 vear. . \bo\1t .oLiO of lhe~e ~ets. 
each ;lveraging" thirty-llI·I' bouks. arc snpp·lied 0.\ the Library evcry year . 

The .\l l<l itu1"1ul11 ( lil [Ill..' set'I)1lt1 1100r i~ a h·;Hlliiu1!y d('~igned r00111 
~c:\ljng" 300 !)('r~olls and intended prilllari ly inr hook rCl"iews amI lect ures 
dcaliug" with lile ratll re and li hrary ~ e!'\·ite. Suhject to ~chedulc arr:lll ~c
menls it ma.l· also he 1I5l'd as a Tllecti n <;!" place for org"alli7.a l iIlIlS d o,,"cly 
a~sociatcd with librar\" ac\il"ilies. The aml itoritllll is t"Olllp1ctcl~ e(jllippcd 
f~)r the project ion of sOllnd 1110tion pil·t \1re~ . 

To expedite sen·ice in the circu lati ng departlllclIt. a great deal of 
attelltion I\"as del"oted to arra ng"e Tllcnt s ill the large central hall. . ...\\ the 
rij.!"llt 01 the 1IIain cntratl("(' arc iacil i t i ~·s for issuing" \;])r;11"1· (·ard .o:: and 
retl\1"lTing book.': . . \\ lite leit i~ thc· brg'c ('<)\ ll11 er. wi th el1.'ctrk hook
charg:ilTg machines. i l)f checkilTg- Ollt circu!at inj.!" TTT;\t erial. Carefully 
pl:ltllled work rooms art' at tlt t, n:ar oi the chaq.;inj.!" allIl r l·Ulr\l iTl g" dcsl.;~ . 
. \cross the c(,l1\ ral hall :lrl· the information "-crl'ice d{·.~k and lhe j,n1 h e 
ca talog" oi hook collcctions. II·hi\e at the riJ.!"ht is an office for a tfaillc;] 
;.~~istant rOT· t1lC yUUIl g" peop!c. [ 0 prol·idc help for thos::: in 1!le t ransition 
period betl\·cell j lll·Cll ilc aw l adl1lt readiHg" needs. 

[n add ition 10 the puhlic elevators. an ingenious syHt·m o f electric 
a ll(lllla1llIall~· operat ed Ii fts h;l ~ becn ill."t:dl ed 10 -"peed lip the con\'c~ ing of 
lna!eria! f rom sto rage s tacks to pllLlic (!cpart1llCllt.o:: allll n:ll\rnill~ thelll 
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for re-allocating to their re;;pcctiH' places. Time and dfort in handli n~ 
books fo r the lihrary's 100.000 pat rons arc tl1U ~ con~ervcd and the public's 
nee(ls more {tuickly and more effici ently hanrll cd . 

Liglllillg" has reccivcd C<i re ful ~tndy , ;n order to provide the ri ;.!ht 
kind and the right a11l0l1nt of light for pat rons and >' talI a likc. 

Semi-indirect overh ead liglltill !--!" provides general ill !1l llin ation. Fluor· 
eSCl'llt light fi xtures. thc newest development in economica l. g lare-free 
lig-ht. are I1 sed to il! t1!n in atc al! st anding- book casc~" A I11l11i1111111 \ ·Cllet; ;1Il 
hlinds provide further tolltro! of the lig-ht from the gellerollsh' larg-e 
windows. l .owcr shelves of all book cases ha ve lxen slig-hth" t"ilt ed ~o 
thell the tit les o f all hooks may be ea~il.\· read . 

Specialists in li hrary cCllIipmcnt designed a nd ~Itpplied th e thollg"htful1 y 
a rrall )!cd book cases. as well as attendants · desks, reade rs' tahles, alla<; 
cases. inclex tables. vcrtical fi lcs and in fact the complete working- e(f\l ip
mcnl o f the li brary. \ ·15itors will no[(, with approval the b:auty amI 
clu raiJle quality of I he cC]ui pmelH amI the attention to detail . such as toppi ng' 
lablc~ and desks \\"itb illl aid litl(l lclllll for resi stin<::: wcar. A tllaxitllnm of 
Iluiet is assured by the use of cork acoustical makrial in all reading room 
ceilings and ruhber tile for Hoar coveritl '-!"s . 

:\ewly developed telephonc and intercommu nicating dev ices wcrc 
bC1cctcd in o rd er to provide rapid and cfficiel l\ scrvice to the public. 

The location of stafT work rooms a nd officc a reas has heel! ca refu lh' 
plann ed. An unu sual featl lfe oi tile lllain tloor is the usc of standing" book 
cases rathe r than walls for separat in~ thc departmellt s. thus conservi tl '-!" 
floor space. red ucin g- cotlStru ctiotl cost~ and faci litating proper heating 
a nd ventilating. 

The same ingellion s str\1ct ural prin ciple is used in the two basemen t 
levels, the Steel hook stack columns-some four thousand on each leve1-
sl1pporti llg- the \\"e i ~ht of the entire main floor. Cenerous provision ior 
il1lllre acld it ions of books is fo und in the fact that the twO lower Ic\'c1s 
will hOl1se l.l CO.cXlO vo lumes. 

:--'-c\\'spaper reading" rooms include c(llIipment for Cllrrent and hack 
fi les. and hount! new spapt.:r volumes. T he sepa rat e cnlrance to Ihe ne\l" s
paper readi ng- r00!llS is Oil thc :\dams St reet si(le of the h\lilding. 

\·ahtahle and ra!"e hook and manuscript collect ions will be spccially 
protected in a fireproof vallit wil h solid concret e walls. 

The ). l icrofil t1l Depa rtmcllt with da rk rOOlll a nd ~pecial equipment 
mak es possible photographic repro<luctions ami permanent records of 
rare and out-of-print material. 

Other fa ci liti es of this completely organ ized library include efficiently 
IJlarmed administrativc office~ , catalog-. hook rep,airing and printing- and 
mechanical departmcnts stich as the carpenter and p.lint shop. shipping" 
and branch bin r00111 . I:oiler room and service garag-e. 

To g ive g-ood books the care they deserve and to Inake these llooks 
rcadih· a\·ailable to thl' public. to extend the usc of hoob in ~ci entific 
pursuits. literature and the g-enera] broadening of knowledge-these are 
the purpo~s fo r which the new library has heen pla nned. T o this end 
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el·er.l· care hal' heen devoted. It is the hope of tho~e who han' )::"il'('11 
thought and effort to it>= erection that the 11ew Im ilding- 111, .... 1 !icrn' well 
the rcadin)::" plI!>lie o f our cOlll11n1llil~·. 

The Li bra ry B ui lding 

An an:hilt:dllral 1I"0rk ha:; t\\"o :lspee t ~: :lrti ~ tic. in it s \l l a~lic and 
gcneral di"po:.ilioll: :lne! lItilitari:lll. in its :.olll ti on ,II ddinill.' prohlel11s 
il11posed by the clicn\. 

\\ ' it ll the ~p lendi \ 1 dm'."11-\O\I"Il s ill: chosen fOl" th l' ncl\' li1)ra!".I·. 
formcrly ucwl'il:ll by the 01(1 Tuledl) ("l'l1lnll I ligh School ereeh;<I \Il IRq. 
with <1il11el1.";\)I1:O oi ~1' x ?OO'. the Imildill).!" lllea.:wre,: 2-H' x J(i)'-idcal 
prllportiolls ior a [ml,lic librar.l· building". 

Three objl'etil' e~ havc becn kept in l11ind ill dcsigni ng the building: 

I- To 1l1ake avaiJahle [0 the reading public thl' present collection of 
400,000 voh11llcS ;n mlilll different Ilelds oi knol\ ledg-c with 11laxin1l1111 
conve11ience. :l11(1 to cllOl ljk the I.ihra ,.\" I" i IKrca ~t: its Ill <l lll ' djsl i ncti\"l~ 
.<-en·icc,: to rCildcr". "lwlcl1ts and l'(hlCat-nrs of ;\ ort llll e~I('l"1 1 hhiu . 
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2- '1'0 permit Aexible expansion of the collection to I,SOO,OCJO volumes 
dl1ri ng' the e~ t i lllatcd efiici('nt life o f th e structurc . l\ ddi tional constr uct ion 
is possible 0 11 the .- \ (Iam s Street side, lI' itho11t detracting from the present 
lm ilding. 

3- To g ive proper physica l ca re 10 the \'alllabk book collection, and 
the larger collecti on wh ich will be developed th rollg h the years. Fireproof. 
easily-mai ntai ll ed, amply lighted a lHI splend id l .... -equ ipped- the lm ilcli ng 
has modern facilit ies for air-colHlitiolllng that \\" ill protect t Ile book col
lection aga i ll ~t dust, ve 1'mi n, chem ical fumes an d dam pness, as \\'cll as 
pro viding' hea lth ful ai r condi tioll s for lihra r .... users. 

Th e peo ple of Toledo. we know , wiII appreciate the util ity as well as 
the bea ut\" 01 the Lihran'- fo r wh ich the t:;cneral and sub-con tractors and 
~ l\pp liers ' ha\'e str iven \~' hokhea rtedly i l l its cOllst n lcti op . 

Erection of th e new Toledo Public Lihra rv was heg u ll ill December, 
]()38 \\'it1l deil ioli lioll of the old Central H ig h School build in g' and d ear ing 
o f the s i t~~ . 

}\ctl\;\1 eOllstr uctioll of the li hra ry was sta rted :\pril 24th, 1939 and 
cOlllpleted in Ju ly, 1940, 

Ap ropos of ti le I\'e l\" Li brar.\· hl1 ild ing" described in this issl1 c, we p rint 
a p ict \\l"e of the old cent ral high school bll ildillg- as our older ci1 izens re
Illc lllbcr it, a lHlwhich occ11 pied the si te IIO W ililp roved hy the li brary build
illg. T he rough g T 0 1\lld ill front is th e old c<l nal l1ed, long sincc aballdoll cd . 

Scene : Ca nadian rec rui1ing office . 

Exa mining- medi cal oln cer discovers on the a rms of the recru it 
ta ttooed pieltlr es oi the King and Q necn. 

Officer: "\Vhy , '\'ou are \'Cry p;ltr iot ic, aren' t yOll ?, 

Recru it : " YOIl ain 't seell 110th in' yet. \\"ait ti ll \,O tt look me all over. 
T am sittin g on H itler." 
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THE HISTORIC MAUMEE VALLEY 
By M. M. Qu a ife 

rn the era when wil derness was king- and practically alltravci was by 
water, the ~ l al1lllcc- \V'abash River rome was one of thc main highways of 
travel between the Greal T .ake~ ami the '\lissi!Osippi Ril'er. For this reason 
the Mauillee VaileI' is associate{l with the enrlicsl activiti es of the French 
111 the western cOIIl'nr}', and JU!OIin \Vi11 sor. the tlllinCllt 1l arva rd historiall, 
has characlerized Fort \Vavne as one of livc kcl's of the cominent. Thc 
nallle .\lalllllCC is a variam" of ;\Iiami. and COIIICS from lhe ~liarT1i Ind ian 
tribe. The .\Iiamis we re Iivill~ ill eastern \\'isconsin when the French fir st 
c<.\lIIe into the ~orl h \\"est. In' response to l..aSalle·s ol'crtmes they moved 
sOllthward around Lake .\Iichig-an and for mall\' "cars one of their im
portant towns was located in the prescnt-day O i"icag-o Loop. E venlllnlly 
they 111U\'ed cnstward to the :'I1:1l1111ce. with their headquarters at Fon 
\-Vayne, and their name became permanent I.\" attached to the lovely ril'er 
and vaileI' they had appropriated. 

Over its possession red racc and white. and Frcnch. 13ritish, and 
Americans have contended. Ildore the white man's advance, the lovely 
valley, "fair as n garden of Ihe g-ods." wa" the highway of uncoul1ted 
war-parties frOlll the Creat Lnkcs journeyillg- sou thward to wage against 
the southern tribesmen the warfare which ea rned for Kelltuck\' a name 
which means "the (lark and blood\' gTOllI l{l: ' In 1749 Celoron\ French 
army from distant _\lolllrcal. rctilrning irOlll ils ml;;sion warning the 
English ont of the O hio Yall ey. dcscc!Hled the :'Ilauillec from Fort \ ,Vaync 
to Lake Erie and Detroit. In 17,:;2 ,l"ol1thfll l Charles dc Lang-lad e led 
sevcra l hundred Ottawa warriors from !'I lackinac on a mission of ven
gcancc against Pickawilian,l'. and the chici. Old Britain. for the crime of 
showing friendship to the English. \\"as "put in the kettlc" and literally 
boiled and eaten. In the l'ontiac \\'ar and for Illany weary years following 
the opening oi the American Revolution. armies rcd and white. too 
nll1merO\lS to Il1el1tiol1. tral'erse!l it. Da11id I\oollc a ll (1 S il110n Kenton 
were but twO of hundreds of Kentucky and \ 'irginia captives carried 
northward to Detroi t. Govefllor Hamilton ascended the :'Ilalllllce in 1778, 
going to ignominious surrell(1cr at \·;nccmICS. and his conqueror, George 
Rogers Clark, ate Oll( his heart in bitterness hecause he cou ld never 
achieve the return campaig-n to Detroit. the goal of al! hi s endeavors. 
The Detroit armies of Bini (1780) and Caldwel! ( 1782) inflicted gri evous 
blows upon Kentncky, and that commonwealth sti ll :Ltlllually solem111y 
mOllrns the dest ruction of her manhood at the Hlne Licks in 1782. British 
rcdcoats garrisoned Fort :'Iliami, aboye T ole(lo. from 1792 to 17%. and 
President \VashinJ..:"ton sent thrce armies ill succ ... ·ssion (those o f St. Clair, 
i-Ltrrnar, and \Vayne) Ilon hll'anl frolll Cincinna ti with the :'ITaumee ns 
their obj ective ill 17lJO-'J.:;: a lld wlwll the British yielded the Ilonhwestefil 
forts to the L;n il ed State~ ill 17y(1 a ddnchlllcn\ of "oldier;; from the 
Maumee first raised the Stars and Str ipes over Detroit. 

T he \Var of 1812 op.:ned in the ~orthwe;;l. and the :'Ilalllllce again 
resounded to the tramp of cOlltcndin/.! armies. General Hull pressed 
northward to disgrace and a felon's doom nt Detroit. General \V illchcster 
led his Kentu ckians to another TlIOltl"llflll dekat at the River I{aisin. General 
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I-Iarrison built. and the Uritish g-cllera1. I 'roeter, twice besieged Fort 
~"eigs, and lTarri !>on and Perry together achieved victory and mi litary 
fame at L,ake E ric amI th e l1attle of the Thames . American rule in the 
Ma umee Va lley w.,s l hellccforlh permanent nnd undisputed. 

But peace 11ns her achievements no less notabl e than those of arms. 
In 1816 rhc British and American ~ovcrnmcnts entered l!pOn that po licy of 
border disarmamcnt and peaccflll (Iiplomacy which, despite many st rain s, 
has endltt"ed for a century anri a quarter. ?l lichiga'Jl lost her Toledo strip 
to Ohio. hut losi ng-. ~illed in!'tead the Upper Peninsula, The great canal 
connecting Lake Eric \\'ith the Ohio. whose ahandoned ruins add much of 
pl'esent charm to the \ 1 aU11lce \ -alley. rcpresents a g reat peace-t i1l1e achieve
luent whose soli d g lory was early obscured by the advent of the hon 
Horse. In 1837 the Eri c amI Kalamazoo [{ail road was pu t in opt.'fatiol1 
bct\\'een Toledo and A{lrian. It was the fir5: t railroad in the \"onhwest. 
built when Toledo was still Pon Lawrence. The entire population of 
:'I lichig-an \Vas less than that of Cr:111d Rapids today, and it i~ st ill on(: 
of the world's 1110St prospCl"OUS ami stable railroad corporations. Today, 
fur-trade and cann!. ret'l mcn ami l11assacre~ are but (lim memories: at 
either cnd of the ~[aul1lec arc bus~', prosperous cities. \\'hose manufactures 
are distributed throl1ghmlt the earth 10 makt' possible an easier and bett er 
way of life. Still, as of ohl. winter snows alld summer su nlight refresh 
the beautiful \,alle\': still the noh1e forests olh· \" their restful shade to the 
wayfarer; st ill the' dancing waters press on\\",u'<I toward their goal in the 
hoso1ll of the AtJanl ic.-,IlIlJCU!/l liclwes. 

WAY MAY BE OPEN FOR PUBLIC T O ACQUIRE 
FORT MIAMI AREA 

Siale B(llIbllg /)e/,(lrllll£:111 Holds f-1is/oriw/ Sill' As Pa.\'III£:1I1 of $28,(((1 
Debl: Post W(U Scelle of Gill' of moodiesl of J/a.ullucs ill U. 5;. 

Jl\' ItUSSELL BR!DH:R 

The hlood atld the sl\loke that transformed the civilization of ~orth 
America arc ingrained ill the atmosphere and soil of the ancient site of 
the historic ron \liami. 

T ile fOrl rcs!' sal Ilpon a terraced hl ll ff o f the \1';I\1111ee "River, COnl
nlanfiing all inspiring view and a strat egic 111ilitary post. 

It was the scene of olle o f the hloodiest massacres in thc histon' o f 
the l'nilcd States. the scene of the hl1tchery of 300 Kentl1ck i,1!ls \vho 
fO l1ght against the Bri ti sh and the In dians ill the war of 18 12 for ti le 
posses~ioll of the territory that is Ohio and thc Unitc(l States. 

The fort si te is one of the treasllred spots in :\I:tllmee not far from 
where l"X:troit _\ venuc nlll~ into the Rivcr Hoad . 

Soug ht As Mem or ial 

111 the last ~evcral decades se\'era] allc111pts ha\'e lx'en made to obtai!! 
the site as all hi~torical !11e!11oria1 to the :\!11ericans who died at thc scene. 
Th c~e hav(: faikd. bllt now again. a 11'.1." is believed to be open for the 
public pos!'.essiull of the priceless spot. 
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Th e j-J·istorical S ociety 

Common Picas Court !las approvc(1 th e appli cation of 2'J ewman H. 
ThurstOIl. depl1ty superintendent o f banks here. to take over t he property 
from a debtor of ti le Ohio Savi ngs Bank & Trust Co. 

Residents of } [au1l1ee ami othe rs interested in the public possession 
of important histori ca l scenes sl1eh as til is . today declared that now is 
the opportune lime to ohtain it for the puhlie. whi le it is in the han(ls o f 
a publi c agency. 

T here is so n1\1ch history revolvi ng about the spot of land on the 
River tha t volumes have hecn writt cll ahout it. Three ma jor l11i li tary 
campaigns centered aool1t it ami the :\ lau1l1ee area. T he most dramatic 
bit o f Ilistory hallowi ng the spot. is th e ddeat and slaying o f Colond 
Dud ley and his brash I': entllcky soldiers. 

800 Spike Cannon 

Colonel Dml1n and 1.200 solcliers came down the r iver in 1813 to 
aid Gene ral Harri s'on at Fort i\ leigs. IIcfore the contingcnt a rrived a t 
the fort, 800 of thc men wcre sell! across the r iver to spi ke the ca llnon 
of the Briti sh and Ind ians hidden in a gulley at the end of what now is 
Harri son Avellue. 

Th eir task fi nisll ecl stlCeeSS fll11I'. the sol d i e r ~ became so cnthusiastic 
that they drove the British and Imiians. of which there were thousands, 
two miles baek into til e woods. 

Ret reati ng fro111 their victory the men were SlirrOI1l1(led at what now 
is the Library Groull ds in ?l la l1l11Ce. Five hundred thus capturerl were 
taken to r ort \ Ieil:,TS which was the spear-head o f Ihe Brit ish operations 
from Canada. " fell' days la ter the Briti sh eOllll1)a l1(ler pcrmi tted the 
Indians to massacre thc captured soldit·rs. The butchery was stoppL'(1 and 
condemn ed hy TeCtl111seh. 

But the s itc has other historical significances. French t rappers 
invading the wil derness estahli shed a Irad ing' post in 1680 that operated 
there for vcars. It was the scene of activi ties after the close of the 
Rcvolutionary war and act ivities in the French and In tl iau wars. 

Brush.Tangled Scene 

In recent \'ears the sit e has bec01l1C a brush-tangled scene. neglected 
ex--cepting' as a' trysting place fo r lovers. a fi shing' scene, and . it was 
revealed a decade ago. a beach for occas ional nude bathing parties. 

About 15 years ago. it was the su bject of iI rather violent poli tical 
battle. growing- Ol1t of a proposal to abandon Alkhi gan Avell lle. which 
skirts the side of the property. fo r the benefit o f abl1tting property owners. 
The vill age was offe red $20.000 to abandon the st reet. The bank today 
is getting the property for a debt o f S28.000. T he land lics between the 
R iver Road and the ri ver and between \ lichignll Aven uc anci Corey Street 
anrl comprises several acres. h overlooks the lower end of P i ll i()(r~ 
Island, COlllmands the center of the Illain challnel of tile ri ver al1d nl so the 
enti re island. The back channel of the \ Iawnee at th is point flows into the 
main chann el. 

24 


